A. Observation – What do I see?

1. Who … are the people in this text              

2. What … is happening in the text

3. Where … is the narrative taking place

4. When … is a question of time frame 

5. Why …  why is this included here

6. Wherefore … what difference does it make in my life

You try it! Read Mark 4:35-41 and go through the six questions – writing your answers out. You have just started to journal your Bible study.

B. Interpretation – What does it mean?

                     Five Keys to Interpretation

1. Content – what is the author saying

2. Context – what came before and what follows after

3. Comparison – compare Scripture with Scripture (cross reference)

4. Culture – pay attention to the cultural and historical setting

5. Consultation – use secondary resources – concordance, Bible dictionary, Bible handbook, commentaries, atlas, etc.

   You try it! Read Daniel 1-2 and consult a general commentary on the Old Testament and a single-volume commentary on the book of Daniel. You may also check out a Bible dictionary or a Bible handbook and look up some additional items related to this text, such as: government in Babylon, the Chaldeans, ziggurats, Cyrus, and food in the ancient world.

C. Application – How does it work for me?

1. Is there an example for me to follow?

2. Is there a sin to confess, forsake and avoid?

3. Is there a promise to claim?

4. Is there a prayer to repeat?

5. Is there a command to obey?

6. Is there a condition to meet?

7. Is there a verse to memorize?

8. Is there an error to mark?

9. Is there a challenge to face?

The nine questions listed are the ones that you should make a habit of asking every time you come to the Word of God. 

You try it! Using Luke 14:25 and continuing through 17:10, Jesus gives a series of parables and instructions. The key to understanding this portion of Scripture is to observe that three groups of people are listening to Jesus – great multitudes (14:25) that include numerous outcasts of society (15:1), the disciples (16:1;17:1), and the Pharisees (16:14). Answer the above nine questions and find out how it “works for you.”

*Tidbits from “Living By The Book” - Hendricks

