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Outlme

. What is Apologetlcs’?

A. Apologeties Defined’

“Set apart the Lord God in your
hearts and bewready always'to .
give a reason (Gk apologia) for
the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear” (1 Peter
3 15) 5&1#-&

L ArApologetics' s glvmg areasonor |
| p . defense forour Christian Faith. i
i -.::.-:'_-:__-_ | 'J'l::
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1 It is Giving a Reason for our Hope

'i

- 1 Peter 3: 15—“Always bemg 5 ;

prepared to. [give] a reason
w for the hope hat is in you.”
o
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2. It is Defending the
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3. Itis Answermg Evet’y Questlon
_ Colossians 4:6—*“Let your speech, -
' be always gvfa ious, seasomd! nith
'@‘\ SaW \




4.1t is Contending for the Faith

'i

Jude 3-“I Lound lt necessaw A




] ’ 5 --'. ?-'.#E
i ] F‘l ""ﬂ'ﬂ 2

5. It is Reasonmg wWIh UnbeWevevs :

Acts 17:16—"So he veasonedl m 3 N
the synagogue w:th the Jews... -




6. It is Pre-Evangelism

We cannot effectively evangellze
until we first pre-evangelize.

There Cannot be:
..the Son of God,
..the Word of God,
mlraculous acts of God, |
..and salvatlon of God— i

1 hless theré is.a.God!



How Much of the World is Non-Theistic?

Shinto <1%

Other 11%

Judaism <1%

Atheism 2%

Tribal Religions 4%

Buddhism 6%

Chinese Folk 6%

No Religion 12%

Almost Half of it!

Christianity 32%

Hinduism 13%

Islam 19%
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Il. What is its Role in Evangelism?

A. Its Pre-evangelistic role—convincing hon-
Christians to accept the Faith.

“He reasoned with them from the Scriptures
...explaining and:proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead...and some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas....”

B. Its Post-evangeliSti¢ role—confirm
Christians in the Faith.

“It seemed good.to me...to write an orderly
account for you...that you may have
certainty concerning the things you have
been taught” (Lk. 1:4).



Apologetics Helps Pre-Evangelism

“This past Sunday a first year'college student
visited our Sunday morning service and spoke
to me afterwards. He said, “l am an atheist.”=A;

>~ fewyears ago thai'statement would haveleft*

~ me scrambling.for.ayway;to reach him.
. However, the materials I'have received from you

- have been a great help ‘With the Lord’s help.|

“mwas able to answer his: arguments and‘in'the

N end he really had no'reason to deny God’s

% existence, he just dlﬂﬁ t want God to control his

«.life- At the end of ou?;‘dlscussmn he was __
.-standlng In the baek of our building with tears '+|

\in his eyes. He hasn’t yet received Christ, but

'he'is now left without:reasons to deny that God

eX|sfs " (Pastor Jones 11/18/05) | -!;:.:f-
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It Brings Assurance to Believers
“My son is dying of cancer and for months *
all 1 could think of was ‘What if there really ..
»—isn’t.a God? ‘What if there isn’t a heaven??
-*What if my son just disappears?’ ‘Why is

- my Christian religio ) correct and others
~incorrect?’.... Th ap.__

you so much for thls
5 ﬁook you wrote.. o nswered allmy. -

ﬁ questions-for me.. ‘am now able'to plck up
my Bible and readtﬁ d find comfort inthe -
b,‘words during thisiew difficult time of my

o soen-dying from ca jéer | can pray to God |
i alhd feel assured that' my sonwill'soon be
Fhs hands.” (Nancy ‘Dickens 8/2/05) iy
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The Pattern of Paul
He started where they were:} - -
-Acts 14 (to-Heathen)—Nature
.“’ Acts 17a (to Jews)—Old Testament
kActs 17b (to Gre-e_,_«S%—Reason e
“Acts 20 (to Chrls't;l-' r 1s)—Jesus’ Words

"f*sAnd took them wh I:e they needed to go-
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The Pattern of Paul

He started where they were:

Acts 14 (to Heathen)—Nature

.
|
JIe

i
—~have been clear

“He [God] did’not leave himself

without witnessyfor he did good by

giving you rams'[fer__o_m heaven and-
fruitful seasons/s

with food and g”l;' dness” (v. 17).

“For His invisible attributes, namely
his eternal powefand divine nature,

;u{‘*fhe creation oftthe world, in the things
"that have been'made. So they are

F
*;@

nghout excuse” (Rom. 1:19- 20)

atisfying your. heartsf'

y ferceived, ever sincé
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The Pattern of Paul

He started where they* werey
. Acts 14 (to Heathen)—Nature: =8
- Acts 17a (to. Jews)--Scrlpture |

;;il;jfi* “And Padl...réasoned with them -
oy, from the SCI‘IU'["',‘ es, explaining .and
:ﬁ proving that |t¢3/v%s necessary for
""« the Christ to. ég r and to rise from
f ) u,.,,{the dead...” (é 17 3).
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The Pattern of Paul

He started where they were:
Acts 14 (to Heathen)—Nature
Acts 17a{to Jéws)--Scripture
Acts 17b (to Greeks)—Reason

“As even some'of your own poets
»= have said, ‘Forwe are all his' .

N~ offspring.’ Bemg then God'’s - |
. offspring, we! ought not to think that
. thedivine bemg 1s like gold or s|lver.| ;-
' or stone, an image formed by the art
'and lmagmatlon of man” (v. 29). o

il



The Pattern of Paul

He started where they were:

Acts 14 (to Heathen)—Nature

Acts 17a (to.Jéews)--Scripture

Acts17b (to'Greeks)—Reason

Acts .20 (To Christians)—Jesus’ Words

“He sent to Ephesus and called the
elders of the church [and spoke0f]
the ministry I'received from the Lord
Jesus [who said] ‘It is more blessed
fo give than to receive’” (vs. 24, 35).






lll. Answering Some Objections

Objection 1: Only the Holy Spirit can
save, not apologetics?

Response: True;but He can use evidence
to convince them to,be saved.

1. Almost no one believes because he
thinks it is irrational and without
evidence.

2. Almost everyone who believes Is
convinced that'itis the most reasonable
thing for him to.do.

Note: Apologetics can lead the horseto
the water, but“onlysthe'Holy Spirit can
péersuade him to drink it!




Objection 2: The Bible is like a lion.
It does not need to be defended. It
only needs to be let loose.

Response: 1)What if a Muslim said this

about the Qur’an or a Mormon about the
Book of Mormon? Would we accept it, or
would we ask for evidence?

2) We only fear lions because we have prior
evidence that they are dangerous.

3) Also, we need.evidence that what looks
like a lion is really a lion and is not
someone just dressed up like a lion.



Objection 3: Paul tried apologetics on Ma"l'rg?'_rlillill
(Acts 17) but failed. He later turned to preaching

Jesus only (1 Cor. 2:2). |
Response: This is not true because:.. .

. = Ve e L el
7 1) He'had good results for “Some men joined"

= him andabelieved,jam@ng whom also were

. Dionysiusithe Areopagite and a' woman named:
 Damaris and others With'them” (Acts 17:34)././
#52) He had the same res ‘i;:_ here as elsewhere:

) some mocked, some believed, and some wanted

i to hear'more (v, 32).0 = =
b 3):He did preach JesSdS@nd his resurrection hefe

- /(vs. 31-32). He just pre-evangelized them first.
fid :,ﬁ)-ﬁlf_l_e did not use adifferent method in Corinth.
' Fle gave them the stromgest evidence for the
i:s- rrection anywhere (1 Cor. 15).
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Objection 4: Paul said the natural man
does not even understand spiritual things,
let alone be convinced by arguments (1
Cor. 2:14).

Response:

1) His understanding is distorted by the fact
that he does not “receive” (Gk: dekomai)
them.

2) The Bible says perceive the truth (Rom..
1:18-20), but they do no receive it (1 Cor.
2:14).

3) The real power:is not mind power but will
power.



Objection 5: We are saved by faith
alone (Eph. 2:8-9), not by faith plus
reason.

Response:

1) Yes, we are saved by faith alone, but the faith
that saves us is not an'unreasonable faith (like
trusting in an airplane with a broken wing).

2) Rational persons have evidence that God
exists before they believe in God.

3) Evidence bears on Delief that (the mind), but
only the Holy Spirit can bring someone to
believe in Christ (thewill).



Objection 6: No one is saved by using
apologetics but by preaching. Christ (Rom. ] 16).

Response:
1) It is not either one or the other; it is both.

~2) Christ is the only.way to God, but apologetlcs

IS one way tohelpybring people to Christ.

_____;-'-;-3) It is unreasonable to believe that the:God of.

reason, who createdipeople with reason, would

bypass reason to reach people for Christ.
' 4) God wants to reach the heart, but he does not

bypass the head 6n the way to the heart. He
said, J f,i;’;‘,;f L
““Come now let us reason...” (Isa. 1:18). iil’i’

“Give areason for your hope ”(1 Pet. 3:15).

“Love the Lord with all your...mind”(Mt. 22: 37)" :'-
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IV. Why is Apologetuc‘s Needed?
. A TheBible commands it | =8 ;a
;ﬁ,\ " Ja Give‘é omforyour hope N

,

N (1 Peter3 ff,,,.
ﬁ % Defe“?‘ ospel (Phil. 1417)

3 Answer '__-ff'l% y question (Cor 4.6) '




IV Why IS Apologetlcs Needed’>

A. The Blble commands it
| BaThe Cultui&demands it

J '
1. RelatlwsmENo VIEW IS absoiutely
/-2, Plurallsm—:[ views are rélatIVer
% true. 4 TRY |
o T Naturallsrr‘i.i.:. 'éb supernatural view is;
.‘”{1 actually trﬁe - hl

Apzﬁmgetlcs answers these obstacles to fait

%i.f
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C.S. Lewus on Why Apologétlcs?
w "To be u@mram and simple now- s:

| -not to be able to meet the
emﬁesmﬁheﬁr@mwmt-ﬁwwt

. W@ ,)

throw down @wweamws

no defense but us tthe
tellectual attacks of the -
':.;-'—l-: . Good philosoplhy muyst
i‘@rm olther reasom,
ightof Glory,50) hcause had philesoplhy weeds




The Pro'ble'm'

Christianity is declaring:

1.An absolute tflith in a relativistic tlme

. 2. Anfexclusivisticy message toa plurallstlc
mind-set. ft -
. A supernaturallsnc view in a naturalistic
N.. venue. LB

,'*~ R

Note: Addressmggtﬂe challenge of our
w.culture is needeﬁ So that they are able " jji
. to understand t_he content of our
C;Qimmunicationi'--



5

V. Why s Apologeiu,c§




C. The Church needs lt e

1. 80% of active téens Ieav& |n thelr 20s

i

2. Main reasons are d bts in tﬁe Blble- | Eq
3 When d{d tb% doubt bgglp %;}ﬁ
4% in GradeiSchool |, L5 i
40% in M?ﬁa X Ci’IOO| i _ ?'.H- o
| 2 44% in ¢ho ){ :.L
= /12%in Colleges | | “’*‘“} V)
) ..__”'Note 1: Doubt b ) Grade School; o
-4 Departur occurs in College ‘

world vnewhg =

3 -l:,-—q:_'l-.

Only 51% of evangellcal pastors have a
~ Christian world view! = i
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V. Why is Apologe uis“ﬁeeqjed

A. The Bib ﬂcom\mar{ﬂs it ﬁ@x *:3?“
te 'demafnds PN
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How Apologetlcs Helpeﬂ Augustme
* He reasoned his way =—

., from skeptiq:ism

F. A Christian debater
" helped deliver him

* from Manichaeis 0.

%’The philosopher

y\PIotinus helped h
reason from 7
terialism.
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Astronomy Leads: to Genesis

% 1-

astronom.lca ;Hand biblical
Eﬁounts of genesis are the
game the chain of events

“Now -ﬁe see how

.'I. L T b " LN
b il .

5Lh,
i

'l'l Jlll




Atheist Reasons to Designer

"Biochemical systems
are exceedingly = -
complex, so much so

W " ming .“is | _,..I il
' i t from zero." So,
san intelligence,

h" wh__ich design the biochemicals and

: ,,1:'_ ave rise to theo ,:gin of carbonaceousq'j? |
sl if% (Hoyle, Evolution from Space, 3, 143).
y :555_27 I: .-';-h. :.sj]:




Scientiﬁé Evidence led Einstein
to Posit Mind Behind Nature *’.

- ﬂatuml law... remls an

telligence of such
- '.-.-."; YL T e with it’ all
e < tematic thinkin g
and acting of human
., gs is an utterly .
gnificant reflection|

§ cited in Heeren, Shew t“‘_‘-;_

i

i--'f*'%ii J
| |-u_|:'
ll Lé-l
|RTEHE




heists Reasenéd‘ té God :

Notorious

“It is szmply mconcezvable
that any materlal matrix or
_ field can generate agents
~who think and act.... A
/force field does not plan or
~ think. So. .the world of
~_living, conscious, {hlnklng
Ings has to orlgmate na

ng Source, a Mmd &
ereis-a Go_d,_183).



Reason Leads Atheist toGod

= fNor do / cla:m to .
A ' have had any |
THERE 1S W GOD mmna”em'wce

' ofGod orany

How - -the worldis @Xp@mmm'tmay |

- most notorious atheist Egzmrslwpe |
mivaculous. s’hoﬂ‘ -

' chatnged his mincj1 [ mymvewofm1
RS divinehas been a 'J
pilgrimage of reason
and not of faith™ (93 gt’

ANTONY FLEW




Famous Astronomer Fmds God

o “The world is too ;
B complicated in all of.
¥ its parts to be due to
chance alore.... The
“more one learns of
% iiochemistry the
. more unbelievable it
becomes unless there
some kind of ¢
L e adrganixing principlei' I
- e “believers..." (Truth *{{JI]
s [1985], 54). :




Noted Atheist Found God!

“T do not feel that I
& vam the product of .
. Chance, a speck of dust

{‘1‘

i '1.|
-'- ‘ ‘ .-
? )] ‘ e
| - : .--i - Hi-l -: ; L . - l.l ’ - :-
it = | t ) I
e eda prepared

\\\\\\

, lNaﬁonal Review, 11 "U“
O’une; 1982), 677 s_IFE]l;
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Moral Law Led Athe_lst to God

[As an atheist] my .- ﬁ'
| argument against G@d
“was that the universe”
8 . seemed so cruel amil A\
_unjust. But how had | -
“got this idea of" yu):sténdl
“ unjust? A man does not
_un f*‘ he has some idea; i
;..;ofa straight line. s
Sﬁ'aight Line = Absolute Standardii,

-"||||:| &



! “What actually led me back was a growing
intuition that my condition was objectively
-evil.... Evil is deficiency in good; there is'no
such thm? as an evil "si bstance,” an evil-in-
Jitself. Soif my con eﬂu lon really was evil, there
}\mhd to be some good at which my condition
s-the ruination. ;" ihad been so wrong, for
‘salong, so rofou adly, that it seemed that i
@lmost anything mig ht be true=even the faith
that‘tghad aban oned” (ignatius Press, 2006). i
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' Noted Athelst Screntlst Fmds God

""Whywouldsﬂchar | ﬁ

i allamlwmwelry |
human vmgw%r@o@%;
exiis 1t. Wlﬂt\weve not e@wmeﬁed!
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A SCIE‘liI.T.I'S.T .I‘D'BESENTS Former Atheist:
EVIDENCE;FQI‘{ AR “After twenty eight

years as a believer, the
Moval Law still stands -
out for me as the
strongest signpost to.
God. Morve than that, it

- LANGUAGE [ty

€. = é
j"’.l"" ‘l

S .‘!Q&!n

m.uw h‘\

p | caves alhout uman

OF @.;‘_G‘QD beings, and a God wivo is
infinitely good and ho'Y’ ;

LY (. 2Y8):




Evidence Leads Skeptié_to Christ

> Skeptic converted in
© Lattempt to dlsprove
o L =N Chrlstlamty |
Wiio Moven | TR First Chapter titled
ISl “The Book that
I'RANK f\.h '-mv;-»\ Rgmsed 0 be i
e e I Written” i




From Atheism to Christianity
|« Former Athéiéts I
» Donald Bly and

T

family </ =
!+ Near St. Louis MO
_» Converted 1971
"« Mundelein, IL
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Apologetics Clears Roadblqcks to Faith

Do “WWQWL ) just got done readi

- WHY, I AM Q‘VWpyIIAmaCthaw and KW
CHRISTIAN lowih away. It is perhaps the
e - most p¢ werful and ihﬂuehﬁél

exi ;_;r Iy what | wa’@iop g
r. It provided the answers to =
hat were guarding against my
| sed the red button ’

! PNORMANL GEISLER
PAUL K. HOFFMAN -




God

-/ Christianity mere cause | was told it was }E'g‘; !'
i \et 2, which is interesting because now that |
- know it to be true | know that | never truly !é,h
;QELIEWD to begin with.” (R. Johnson 12/1/06)

N home but | came t@i

1ﬁ|.:_

Used Evudence to Bring Real Falth

{‘1‘

B AKER “This book ‘Baker =

| ENCYCLOPEDIA EncycIOpedia of Christiaﬁ =
| APOLOOHACS  Apologetics,’ is something |
Y » Will have forever.... | cannot
N ﬁ&W T e 1 express with enough:
e |  _1_ words all the ways Godhas
N v g 'j'n Himself to me.... |
ﬂih ' S raised in a Christian

0 realize that | believed in

_.f:"_-' -
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Apologetlcs Can Lead to Salvatlon

e “God sent me yourbook ‘1 €
SNtetal Don’t Have Enough Faith to be |

to Be an

3 an Atheist’.... Iopened the
<4 book ;hmkmg | would rip it

apart- ith my superior-— .

noint and about one /.’
el of the way through I
\ ended up apologl ngto God and

| F I

;‘Hacceptmg him intofhy heart. | have since

g:;own exponentié 1»“ in Christ, and | i
ought | would tF ank you for your - i
n Egmg book (Ryan 11/10/06). !E:,J]




Some Unbellevers Converted

AN ‘For several [years] we've .
FAITH prayed for my Sow in-law an -

IS avowed Athelst. After &

reading yourbook...hereis

7% th_' nate: “l thought I'd drop
= youa line and' let you know-
"*53;';; hat kfinished the K

ink Ti ,,_, ' 2 yy aw as vwas

z smmg alt my dlesk Al m ok tihat morning, | |
“‘came to realize that even if | didn’t have
every answer to everyrquestion, | at least haﬂ I_
~apreponderance o evidence in my hands, *\j'

which has finally tipped the scales in God’s |
" arection again. So'fsaid a prayer and gﬁf{y

qgcepted Jesus.” (Bernard LaTour, 6/4/05) e

g
i




Conclusmn

. Why Apologetucs‘? R KR
. Because: | \3 g PN
ﬁi God comn '; |

e

2 Our dem
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