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Go therefore and make disaiples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spint, teachnng them to observe all that [ have
commanded vou; and o, I am with you always. to the close of the age. (Mart
28:19-20)

Now to teach all that Jesus commanded. in a narrow sense, is simply to teach the
content of the oral teaching of Jesus as 1t 1s recorded n the gospel narratives.
However, In a broader sense. “all that Jesus commanded™ includes the interpreta-
gon and application of his life and teachings, becausc in the book of Acts it 1s
implied that it contains a narrative of what Jesus continued to do and reach
through the apostles after his resurrection (note that 1:1 speaks of “all that Jesus
began to do and teach”™). “All that Jesus commanded™ can also include the Episties.
since they were written under the supervision of the Holy Spint and were also
considered to be 2 “command of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37; sec also John 14:26;
16:13; 1 Thess. 4:15; 2 Peter 3:2; and Rev. 1:1-3). Thus in a larger sense, “all
that Jesus commanded” includes all of the New Testament.

Furthermore, when we consider that the New Testament writings endorse the
absolute confidence Jesus had in the authority and reliability of the Old Testament
Scriptures as God’s words (see chapter 4), and when we realize that the New
Testament cpistles also endorse this view of the Old Testament as absolutcly
authoritative words of God, then it becomes evident that we cannot teach “all that
Jesus commanded” without including all of the Old Testament (nghtly under-
stood in the various ways in which it applies to the new covenant age in the
history of redemption) as well.

The task of fulfilling the Great Commission includes therefore not only
evangelism but also teaching. And the task of teaching all that Jesus commanded us
is, in a broad sense, the task of teaching what the whole Bible says to us today. To
effectively teach ourselves and to teach others what the whole Bible says. it 1s
necessary to collect and summarize all the Scripture passages on a particular subject.

For example, if someone asks mc, “What does the Bible teach about Chnst's

return?” I could say, “Just keep reading your Bible and vou’ll find out.” But if the
questioner begins reading at Genesis 1:1 it will be a long ume before he or she
finds the answer to his question. By that time many other questions will have
needed answers, and his list of unanswered questions will begin to grow very long
indeed. What does the Bible teach about the work of the Holy Spinit2 What does
the Bible teach about prayer? What does the Bible teach about sin? There simply is
not time in our lifetimes to read through the entire Bible looking for an answer for
ourselves every time a doctrinal question arises. Therefore, for us to learm what the
Bible says, it is very helpful to have the bencfit of the work of others who have
searched through Scripture and found answers to these various topics.

We can teach others most effectively if we can direct them to the most relevant
passages and suggest an appropriate summary of the teachings of those passages.
nrndmpcrsonwhoqucsdmsuscanmspoad\oscpassagaquicktyforhmlf
or hersclf and learn much more rapidly what the teaching of the Bible is on a
g?ﬁlccuhr subject. Thus the necessity of systematic theology for teaching what the
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amount of time at our disposal.

The basic reason for studying systematic theology, then, is that it enables us to
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