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The Incarnation of Christ
Introduction 

· As men who want to lead well in our families and church, we need to possess a clear understanding of who Christ is as he is the model man
John 17:3 ~ This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Ephesians 4:13 ~ until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Philippians 3:8, 10 ~ More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ…10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
2 Peter 3:18 ~ but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
· A. W. Tozer famously stated, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us…worship is pure or base as the worshiper entertains high or low thoughts of God. For this reason the gravest question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like. We tend by a secret law of the soul to move towards our mental image of God. This is true not only of the individual Christian, but of the company of Christians that composes the Church. Always the most revealing thing about the Church is her idea of God, just as her most significant message is what she says about Him or leaves unsaid, for her silence is often more eloquent than her speech. She can never escape the self-disclosure of her witness concerning God. Were we able to extract from any man a complete answer to the question, ‘What comes into your mind when you think about God?’ we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that man. Were we able to know exactly what our most influential religious leaders think of God today, we might be able with some precision to foretell where the Church will stand tomorrow… That our idea of God correspond as nearly as possible to the true being of God is of immense importance to us…A right conception of God is basic not only to systematic theology but to practical Christian living as well. It is to worship what the foundation is to the temple; where it is inadequate or out of plumb the whole structure must sooner or later collapse.  I believe there is scarcely an error in doctrine or a failure in applying Christian ethics that cannot be traced finally to imperfect and ignoble thoughts about God.”

· Nothing changes a person more than a right and deep understanding of who Christ is

· “Once you become aware that the main business that you are here for is to know God, most of life’s problems fall into place of their own accord…What makes life worthwhile is having a big enough objective, something which catches our imagination and lays hold of our allegiance; and this the Christian has in a way that no other person has. For what higher, more exalted, and more compelling goal can there be than to know God?”

· “Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of what surrounds you. This way you can waste your life and lose your soul.”

Christ is the Center of God’s Revelation and Program

Ephesians 1:10 ~ with a view to an administration suitable to the fulness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth.

Colossians 1:18 ~ He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

Hebrews 1:1-2 ~ God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
Christ is a Primary Focus of the Scriptures

John 5:39, 46 ~ You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me…For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me.

Luke 24:27 ~ Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
Christ is to be the Center of Our Life

· Everything should revolve around him

Colossians 3:3 ~ For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

· We should be living for him
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ~ Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 ~ For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf

Philippians 1:21 ~ For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
the incarnation 

· The word “incarnation” = “in” (in) “flesh” (carne)…meaning to be clothed in flesh
· Definition: The condescension and humiliation of Jesus Christ who is fully God, whereby he fully possessed his divine nature, attributes, and prerogatives yet veiled or concealed the glories of his majesty by taking on the limitations of humanity
· It refers to God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, adding humanity to his deity and becoming a man
· The eternal, preexistent Word became flesh and tabernacled among sinners
· Without shedding his divine nature, the infinite, eternal, self-existent, self-sufficient, almighty God made himself nothing by taking on the nature of finite, temporal, dependent, mortal humanity

John 1:14 ~ And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Hebrews 2:14 ~ Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
1 Timothy 3:16 ~ By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.
Romans 8:3 ~ For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
· “The incarnation is God’s greatest wonder, one that no creature could ever have imagined. God himself could not perform a more difficult and glorious work. It has justly been called the miracle of all miracles.”

· James Ussher called the incarnation “the highest pitch of God’s wisdom, goodness, power, and glory”
· “Here are two mysteries for the price of one – the plurality of persons within the unity of God, and the union of Godhead and manhood in the person of Jesus...Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation”

· “We cannot appreciate Christ's worth with the depth we are able to, marvel at His Person with the awe we are able to, or glorify His name with the enthusiasm we are able to, if we do not understand His Incarnation to the extent that we are able to.”

· “There is a peculiar glory to this greatest of God’s miracles. Among all the works Almighty God has accomplished, the incarnation has a special luster of magnificence. The juxtaposition of the majesty of the infinite God with the humility of finite man, united in one magnificent Person, renders the glory of the incarnation more especially brilliant than all other of God’s glorious works. Therefore, God’s people must devote their minds to the study of this wonder. We must peer into this mystery with the hope of enflaming our hearts with the worship that God rightly deserves.”

· “It is completely incomprehensible to us how God can reveal himself and to some extent make himself known in created beings: eternity in time, immensity in space, infinity in the finite, immutability in change, being in becoming, the all, as it were, in that which is nothing. This mystery cannot be comprehended; it can only be gratefully acknowledged. But mystery and self-contradiction are not synonymous.”

The purpose of the incarnation

· What purpose did God have in sending his Son in the “likeness of sinful flesh”?
To Fulfill the Promises of God
Genesis 3:15 ~ And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.

Acts 13:23 ~ From the offspring of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,
Galatians 3:19 ~ Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.
To Fully Reveal God
John 1:18 ~ No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

John 14:9 ~ Jesus said to him…“He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
Colossians 1:15 ~ He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
Hebrews 1:3 ~ And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
To Take Away Sin

John 1:29 ~ The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

1 John 3:5 ~ And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.
To Become a Merciful and Faithful High Priest

Hebrews 2:17 ~ Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

To Demonstrate Perfect Humanity

1 John 2:6 ~ the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

To Become the Head of the Church

Ephesians 1:22 ~ And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church
To Judge and Restore the Universe to God

1 Corinthians 15:25-28 ~ For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in all.
The kenosis

· “The doctrine of the incarnation entails the doctrine of the kenosis, and therefore it is worthy of our attention, study, and adoration. But that is no easy task. The study of the incarnation and the kenosis of Christ confronts us with some of the loftiest ideas able to be conceived by the human mind: the metaphysics of defining a nature and a person, confessing the union of two distinct natures in one person without contradiction, and more. Many Christians deride such study and counsel others not to waste their time on what they view to be overly speculative and philosophical discussion. However, our praise to Christ soars only as high as our understanding of His glorious person and work is rooted in the truth. The heights of our worship will never exceed the depths of our theology. Therefore, the genuine worshiper of Christ must always be a student of Christ. John Murray wrote of the incarnation and kenosis: ‘It is high and heavenly doctrine and for that reason of little appeal to dull minds and darkened hearts. It is the mystery that angels desire to look into. But it is also the delight of enlightened and humble souls; they love to explore the mysteries which bespeak the glories of their Redeemer.’”

Definition 

· “kenosis” comes from the verb kenoo (Phil 2:7) which speaks of the humility of Christ in the incarnation

· The incarnation involved the self-emptying of Christ in which he relinquished equality with God and took on a human nature
· Rather than insisting on his own rights to continue displaying his divine power and authority, the eternal Son of God selflessly surrendered those rights by taking on a human nature in order to redeem sinners
· The kenosis is the giving up of equal state with God and taking on the real nature of man

· The kenosis involved the two aspects of condescension seen in:

1) His incarnation or leaving heaven's glory to take a human nature
2) Humiliation or his life of suffering leading to and including the cross
· Both aspects involved a kenosis because Christ prior to the incarnation Christ was eternally existing in the form of God
Philippians 2:6 ~ who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped
· “form” (morphe) does not mean that Jesus only appeared to be God

· “[W]e ought to conclude that μορφή refers to the outward manifestation that corresponds to the inward essence—to the external form that represents what is intrinsic and essential. It is ‘a form which truly and fully expresses the being which underlies it.’ 40 In other words, μορφή is not the essence, but no one can appear or exist in view of others in the form of God, manifesting all the perfections of God, unless that person is in fact God. Christ was existing in the μορφή of God precisely because in His very essence and His being He is God from all eternity.”

John 17:5 ~ Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was
2 Corinthians 8:9 ~ For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

· Christ did not hold tightly to these divine rights: “Even though Christ existed eternally in the very nature of God, equal with the Father, ruling creation in majesty and receiving the worship of the saints and angels in heaven, He did not regard that equality as something to be grasped. He did not regard the dignity of His station something to cling to or to take selfish advantage of and use to further His own ends. Rather, He humbly accepted the mission of His incarnation, in which He would renounce the glories of Heaven for a time, take on the nature of a human being, and veil the splendor and majesty of His deity behind the form of a slave. Though He had every right to continue in unlimited manifest power and authority, to radiate the very essence and glory of deity, to receive nothing but the most exalted worship of the host of heaven—immune from poverty, pain, and humiliation—He did not selfishly count those blessings to be slavishly held on to, but sacrificed them to become man and accomplish salvation for sinners.”

Philippians 2:7 ~ but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
· When Paul says “he emptied himself,” he does not mean that Christ divested himself of his divine nature
· Christ did not lay aside or surrender any attributes of deity…he lost nothing of his deity in the incarnation
· Paul is very clear here…Christ did not empty himself of something…he emptied himself
· He himself is the object of this emptying…he did not empty the form of deity, nor any of the divine attributes, nor any of his divine prerogatives…rather he emptied himself
· How did he empty himself? (  The very next phrase indicates that he did so by:
1. taking the form of a bondservant – he became a servant

2. being made in the likeness of men – he took on a body

· Jesus emptied himself not by subtraction but by addition…he emptied himself NOT by taking something away (i.e. his divine nature) but by adding something (i.e. his human nature)

· “emptying himself” means adding humanity to deity rather than subtracting deity from his person
· “It is sometimes thought that, when the Son of God became man and humbled himself, he thereby ceased to be what he was and in some way divested himself of the attributes and prerogatives of deity, that he changed the form of God for the form of man. He became poor, it is said, by emptying himself of divine properties, became poor by subtraction, by divestiture, by depotentiation. The Scripture does not support any such notion…Even in his incarnate state, in him dwelt all the fullness of Godhood (Col 2:9). When the Son of man became poor, it was not by giving up his Godhood nor any of the attributes and prerogatives inseparable from Godhood. When he became man, he did not cease to be rich in his divine being, relations, and possession. He did not become poor by ceasing to be what he was, but he became poor by becoming what he was not. He became poor by addition, not by subtraction.”

· “We teach that in the incarnation the eternal Son, the second Person of the Trinity, without altering His divine nature or surrendering any of the divine attributes, made Himself of no reputation by taking on a full human nature consubstantial with our own, yet without sin (Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 4:15; 7:26). We teach that He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary (Luke 1:35) and thus born of a woman (Galatians 4:4-5), so that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the divine and the human, were joined together in one person, without confusion, change, division, or separation. He is therefore very God and very man, yet one Christ, the only mediator between God and man. We teach that in His incarnation, Christ fully possessed His divine nature, attributes, and prerogatives (Colossians 2:9; cf. Luke 5:18-26; John 16:30; 20:28). However, in the state of His humiliation, He did not always fully express the glories of His majesty, concealing them behind the veil of His genuine humanity (Matthew 17:2; Mark 13:32; Philippians 2:5-8). According to His human nature, He acts in submission to the Father (John 4:34; 5:19, 30; 6:38) by the power of Holy Spirit (Isaiah 42:1; Matthew 12:28; Luke 4:1, 14), while, according to His divine nature, He acts by His authority and power as the eternal Son (John 1:14; cf. 2:11; 10:37–38; 14:10–11).”

· Christ’s emptying of himself is further evident in the fact that he submitted to a horrific death

Philippians 2:8 ~ And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
· Not only did he empty himself by becoming a man and a servant, he did so by being obedient to death…and not just death, but death on a cross – the most excruciating form of death known then…and not just the humiliation of physical death on a cross, but the spiritual suffering that came with being a curse 

· It was a great humbling: heaven to earth, man, servant, death, horrific death, and shameful death
What Happened to Christ’s Divine Attributes? 

· Nothing “happened” to them…he fully possesses, exhibits, and exercises all of divine characteristics and attributes of God (if not, then he would cease to be God)…they were merely veiled by his humanity
· “Christ, indeed, could not divest himself of godhead, but he kept it concealed for a time, that it might not be seen, under the weakness of the flesh. Hence he laid aside his glory in the view of men, not by lessening it, but by concealing it.”

· “He laid aside the divine majesty and glory…in which he existed before the incarnation, or rather concealed it behind the form of a servant in which he went about on earth.”

· This is known as a krypsis – the concealing or veiling of the glory that is the external manifestion of his internal nature
· “Christ fully possessed His divine nature, attributes, and prerogatives, but for the sake of becoming truly human, He did not always fully express the glories of His majesty…Whenever any exercise of His divine power or any manifestation of His divine glory would have functioned to benefit only Himself, or to ease the limitations of a truly human existence, and would not be for the benefit of those He came to serve in accordance with His messianic mission, He refused to exercise those prerogatives.”

· At times, Christ pulled back the veil of his humanity and did exercise his divine power and display his divine glory:

· At the Transfiguration (Matt 17)

· When he healed the sick, cast out demons, raised the dead, rebuked the wind, and read minds and hearts (compare Matt 9:4; John 1:46-48; 2:23-25 with Matt 24:36)
Kenotic Heresies 

· Some have concluded that Jesus emptied himself of at least some of his divine attributes in order to become human

· This line of thinking, known as Ontological Kenoticism, began in the 19th century and was the result of the Enlightenment in which the church began to be dominated by rationalism

· They held that Jesus was God, but a kind of God who had for a time given up some of his Godlike qualities, arguing that God had essential attributes (holiness, love) not given up and relative attributes (omnipotence, omniscience) which he gave up
· They believed that “in order to be genuinely human, the Son had to live entirely within the limitations of finite human nature, and to exercise the divine attributes of omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence would be incompatible with a truly human experience.”

· Functional Kenotic Christology (FKC) holds that, while Christ possesses divine attributes, he does not exercise them or he uses them only sparingly…i.e. he renounces the exercise of his divine powers, attributes, or prerogatives
· While claiming that Christ is God, FKC holds that in the incarnation Christ gave up the full use of his divine attributes which effectively denies the full deity of Jesus Christ
· Last May, MBC was accused of teaching FKC because of the following section in our doctrinal statement: “In His incarnation, Christ willingly set aside the full expression of His divine attributes (Phil 2:5-8), but did not divest Himself of His divine essence. He possesses not only divine but also human attributes such as human growth (Luke 2:52), human emotions (Matt 9:36; John 11:35), and human functions (John 19:28).”
· In our doctrinal statement, we were NOT seeking to claim that Christ gave up the full use of his divine attributes which is why we followed this phrase by saying that he did not divest Himself of his divine essence
· Rather, we were conveying the fact that in his incarnation, he veiled the full expression of his divine glory, concealing it behind the veil of his genuine humanity 

The hypostatic union

Definition
· It is the unique combination of full deity and true humanity in the person of Christ

· Christ had a human and divine nature united in one person
· In Christ, the one person, the two natures were inseparably joined together without conversion, composition or confusion

· In Christ, humanity and deity are united in one person forever…very God of very God and very man of very man
· That is the mystery: Christ is 100% God and 100% man…not half God, half man…but 2 natures in 1 person 

John 1:14 ~ And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 6:51 ~ I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh.
Support for the Union of Deity and Humanity in One Person

1. Christ consistently speaks of himself as a single person (John 17:22-23; 1 John 4:2; John 1:14)
· “Christ did not assume a ‘person’ into subsistence with himself, for then there would nonsensically be two persons. Furthermore, in that case, Jesus, as the second personal subsistence, would not be divine, but only a human living in close communion with God…the human nature subsists in the person of the Son…Christ’s human nature only became personal (that is, possessed an identity) at the moment of the incarnation, when the logos assumed a human nature”

2. The attributes and powers of both natures are ascribed to Christ (Rom. 1:3; 1 Peter 3:18; Col. 2:9)
· “In this union, each nature preserves its essential properties, There is no mixture or confusion of the two natures. The divine nature possesses infinite knowledge, power, dominion, and so on. The human nature obeyed, died, rose again, and so on. But – and this is important – we must resist speaking of ‘natures’ doing things! Jesus the Son of God died on the cross; Jesus ate, Jesus slept, and Jesus forgives sins. His human nature did not eat; rather, Jesus ate according to his human nature…”

· Christ acts according to both natures

· Thus, he is clearly human with a human birth (Is 7:14; Matt 1:18; Gal 4:4)…human growth and development (Luke 2:52)…human limitations (Matt 4:2; John 4:6; 19:28…and human emotions (Matt 8:10; John 11:35; 12:27)
· But, he is also clearly divine with divine names (Is 9:6; Matt 1:23; John 20:28; 1 John 5:20)…divine attributes (Is 9:6; Matt 28:18, 20; John 8:58; 11:25; 14:6; Col 1:16; Heb 13:8)…and he receives divine worship (Matt 8:2; 28:9, 17; John 20:28; Heb 1:6)
· “[W]e do not read of a conflict between these two natures. We will never fully comprehend the mystery of the incarnation; but we can understand enough of it to speak the truth about the God-man.”

· “In the unity of Christ’s human and divine natures, the greatest distance remains. The Creator is identified with a creature. In Christ we see eternity and temporality, eternal blessedness and temporal sorrow, omnipotence and weakness, omniscience and ignorance, unchangeableness and mutability, infinity and finitude. All of these contrasting attributes come together in the person of Jesus Christ.”

· “[If] Jesus were in all things only a man, he would be at an infinite distance from God just as we are. In the same way, if Jesus were in all things only God, he would be at an infinite distance from us. As the mediator, however, he bridges the gap between the infinite God and finite man. All that belongs to God, Jesus possesses. All that makes someone truly human, Jesus possesses.”

· This means that Christ could be able to live on two levels…having both a divine consciousness and a human consciousness simultaneously while remaining one person
3. The fact of Christ's death having infinite value is only intelligible when we understand that Christ is not just a man of God, but the God-Man (1 John 2:3; 1 Tim 2:12; Heb 2:9)
The Necessity of the Hypostatic Union

The Necessity of His Manhood

1. The essence of a being a mediator requires that Christ be the God-man
1 Timothy 2:5 ~ For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

2. Since man sinned, it was necessary that the penalty should be borne by man
Romans 5:18-21 ~ So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

· The paying of the penalty involved the suffering of body and soul which only a man is capable of bearing

3. It was necessary for Christ’s sympathetic support of believers

· It was necessary that Christ should assume human nature, with all the infirmities to which it is liable after the fall and descend to the depths of degradation to which man had fallen
· “For bodies and souls to be redeemed Jesus had to possess a body and soul, since whatever was not assumed by Jesus could not be healed. One is not more important than the other, as though we yearn for the day when we can shed our bodies and live as ‘free-floating souls’; far from it. We yearn for the day when our bodies and souls both will be transformed into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body (1 John 3:2, ‘…we shall be like him…’”

Hebrews 2:17-18 ~ Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

Hebrews 4:15 ~ For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

4. It was necessary for him to be a perfect human example

1 Peter 2:21 ~ For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,
The Necessity of His Deity

1. He could be sinless

Hebrews 7:26 ~ For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;
2. He could bring a sacrifice of infinite value and perfect obedience
3. He might fully bear the wrath of God
4. He might apply the fruit of his accomplished work to those who accept him by faith
The implications of the incarnation

It Demonstrates the Need to be Humble

· Before Paul describes all that was involved in Christ humbling himself to the point of death, we are told to imitate his example of humility 

Philippians 2:3-5 ~ Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus
· This is the only place in the NT that Christ is used as an illustration

· And it is interesting that Paul’s primary point in writing Philippians 2:5-11 is not to outline Christological realities, as important as those are

· His primary aim is to use Christ as an example of the humility which must characterize us as believers

· “If Christ could come from the glories of heaven itself, all the way down to the abject degradation of the cross, surely we, mere creatures of the dust, can surrender our rights for the sake of maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (cf. Eph. 4:3). In the midst of a conflict with a brother or sister in Christ—or with a spouse or family member—though we might be right, and though we might be entitled to deference and respect and recognition, we can think on the only One who ever had a right to assert His rights and refused, and regard one another as more important than ourselves, giving preference to one another in honor (cf. Rom. 12:10) for the sake of unity.”

It Should Elicit Worship from Us

· Even though we struggle and strain to comprehend the glory of the incarnation, the mystery of it should never cease to astonish us
· “What a wonder that two natures infinitely distant should be more intimately united than anything in the world…that the same person should have both a glory and a grief; an infinite joy in the Deity, and an inexpressible sorrow in the humanity; that a God upon a throne should be an infant in a cradle; the thundering Creator be a weeping babe and a suffering man; [the incarnation astonishes] men upon earth, and angels in heaven.”
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