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BIBLICAL ETHICS  

WEEK  5:  PUTT IN G  IT INT O PR AC TI CE  

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES 

• The challenge which is placed upon every Christian is to live as Christ in every area of their life during 

every moment of their life.  

• 1 Peter 1:14-16 “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 

ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it 

is written, ‘you shall be holy, for I am holy.’” 

• The purpose of this six-week class is to not only define ethics and the importance of finding our ethics from 

the Bible, but also how Christians should be thinking and acting in this age.  

• Our world is a marketplace of ideas. And whether the ideas we face are religious, political, economic, or 

social, decisions about those ideas are unavoidable. We have to make choices. When it comes to making 

choices, we have entered the realm of “ethics.”1 

• We are all ethicists.  Each day of our lives we face decisions about how we should live.  As we do, we 

realize that many of the choices we make are not devoid of significance.  Rather, we know that somehow 

and in some way they do matter.  In short, we are continually making decisions that are ethical in nature.2 

• Since we do make decisions on a regular and continual basis, we must have a fundamental understanding of 

what biblical ethics are and how we can rightly apply them.  

• 2 Peter 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not 

carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness.”  

o Notice how Peter gives the command to be on your guard. The purpose of this command is so that 

we would not be passively carried away.  

o Our minds are constantly being fought over by the world for control. We must be able to sift out 

what does not need to be there and hold fast to what is good.  

 

 

 

 
1 David Burggraff 
2 Ibid.  
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CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK 

A biblical view on war3 

• Governments are responsible to defend their nations against attacks by other nations. 

• “Three things to note: First, military weapons for governments are God-ordained and are not then 

themselves the cause of evil.  Second, it must be clear that no nation has the right to ever use military power 

simply to conquer other nations or impose their ideas of social good on another nation.  Third, there are still 

evil rulers who would use military force to invade and conquer another nation if they thought they could 

succeed.  Countries need to have a strong enough military force to defend against them.”4 

• One of the most basic responsibilities of government is to restrain evil and punish those who do evil.  

• When a government does this, it defends the weak and defenseless, and deters further wrongdoing.  

• The apostle Peter says the civil government is intended “to punish those who do evil and to praise those 

who do good" (1 Pet. 2:14).  

• Paul says that the government is authorized by God to "bear the sword" (Rom. 13:4) against evildoers so 

that it can be "a terror" to bad conduct (v. 3).  

• It also "carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer" (v. 4).  

• According to Paul, when the ruler uses superior force-even deadly force-against evil, he is "God's servant 

for your good" (v.4). 

o If a government is commanded by God to protect its citizens from a robber or 

thief who comes from within a country, then certainly it also has an obligation to 

protect its citizens against thousands of murderers or thieves who come as an army 

from somewhere outside of the nation. Therefore, a nation has a moral obligation to defend itself 

against foreign attackers who would come to kill and subjugate the people in that nation. 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF WAR5 

Terrorism and Guerilla Warfare 

• The likelihood is that terrorists and guerrillas will continue to press the limits of noncombatant immunity, 

threatening to bring as many people as possible in the circle of war in order to achieve their end.  Any 

country that desires to adhere to JWT must not return terror for terror.  Instead it must strive as much 

as possible to adhere to the jus in bello criterion of noncombatant immunity. 

 
3 Wanye Grudem, Christian Ethics, 527. 
4 David Burggraff 
5 Dave Burggraff 
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• While terrorists do attack the innocent, they are not to be stopped “by any means necessary.”  

• The principles of just war teach us that wars of aggression and aggrandizement are never acceptable.  

Wars may not legitimately be fought for national glory, to avenge past wrongs, for territorial gain, or for any 

other non-defensive purpose.  The primary moral justification for war then comes down to protecting the 

innocent from certain harm. 

• The stirring philosophy behind terrorist and radical Islamicist movements, is in its contempt for human life, 

and by viewing the world as a life-and-death struggle between believers of Islam and unbelievers, clearly 

denies the equal dignity of all persons, and, in doing so, betrays religion and rejects the very foundation of 

civilized life and the possibility of peace among nations. 

Use of Nuclear Weapons 

• Two main issues are seen by some to overturn the concept of Just War altogether:  the enormous power of 

nuclear weapons and the strategies employed by the nuclear powers to prevent war (deterrence). 

• The question argued still is whether nuclear weapons do deter.  Some argue that nuclear weapons are so 

destructive that even their nonuse is immoral.  Such thinkers are convinced that their awful destructive 

capacity, combined with the immoral nuclear deterrent doctrine of “mutually assured destruction,” implies 

that even the threat to use such weapons is wrong. 

• Nuclear weapons destroy everything in a large radius (depending upon the size of the bomb).  

Women in combat6 (not women in the military in general) 

• Historically the position of the United States has been that women should never be sent into combat. 

Women could serve in other capacities in the armed forces, but not in roles where they were likely to engage 

in combat. However, that policy has undergone significant change in the past 40 years.  

• The first woman who joined the Navy specifically to be a pilot did so in 1981.  

• The first female fighter pilots were employed in Kosovo in 1993.  

• In December 2015, U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter announced that all combat positions will be 

open to women, opening up more than 220,000 positions.  

• Carter said at a news conference: "There will be no exceptions. They'll be allowed to drive tanks, fire 

mortars and lead infantry troops into combat. They’ll be able to serve as Army Rangers and Green Berets, 

Navy SEALs, Marine Corp Infantry…and everything else that was previously open only to men.” 

• Grudem “I believe that the historical position of the U.S. was correct and that it is wrong to send women 

into combat. The biblical argument for this position is expressed well in the ESV Study Bible article ‘War’: 

 
6 Grudem, 543-544. 
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o Most nations throughout history, and most Christians in every age, have held that fighting in combat 

is a responsibility that should fall only to men, and that it is contrary to the very idea of womanhood, 

and shameful for a nation, to have women risk their lives as combatants in a war. The assumption 

that only men and not women will fight in battle is also a frequent pattern in the historical narratives 

and is affirmed by leaders and prophets in the OT. 

o Numbers 1:2-3; Deut. 3:18-19; Deut. 20:7; Deut. 24:5; Josh 1:14; Neh. 4:13-14.  

• Some may object that these examples are from ancient history, when women were not physically as able to 

fight as men were. But that is not a persuasive objection because the Israelites, both men and women, were 

hard-working people who spent much of their lives outdoors. While women may not have been physically 

able to fight quite as effectively as men, they certainly could have contributed something to a battle effort, if 

it had been appropriate for them to do so. But God's Word continually shows that it was considered 

shameful for men to depend upon women to protect the nation in war. That is a task that was 

consistently entrusted to men. 

CHRISTIANITY AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  

What is artificial intelligence?7 

• Artificial intelligence involves using computers to do things that traditionally require human intelligence. 

o Artificial intelligence is the science of making machines that can think like humans. It can do things 

that are considered "smart." 

• AI technology can process large amounts of data in ways, unlike humans. The goal for AI is to be able to do 

things such as recognize patterns, make decisions, and judge like humans.  

o To do this, we need lots of data incorporated into them. 

• AI technology is at the very foundation of some things, such as image recognition and classification. It's 

also changing how we make decisions— it can be used to predict traffic light systems or when you get your 

coffee in the morning. 

How does it work?8 

• Often, what they refer to as AI is simply a component of the technology, such as machine learning. AI 

requires a foundation of specialized hardware and software for writing and training machine learning 

algorithms. 

 
7 https://www.hcltech.com/blogs/artificial-intelligence-defined-simple-

terms#:~:text=Artificial%20intelligence%20is%20the%20science,decisions%2C%20and%20judge%20like%20humans.  
8 https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/AI-Artificial-Intelligence  

https://www.hcltech.com/blogs/artificial-intelligence-defined-simple-terms#:~:text=Artificial%20intelligence%20is%20the%20science,decisions%2C%20and%20judge%20like%20humans
https://www.hcltech.com/blogs/artificial-intelligence-defined-simple-terms#:~:text=Artificial%20intelligence%20is%20the%20science,decisions%2C%20and%20judge%20like%20humans
https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/AI-Artificial-Intelligence
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• In general, AI systems work by ingesting large amounts of labeled training data, analyzing the data for 

correlations and patterns, and using these patterns to make predictions about future states. In this way, a 

chatbot that is fed examples of text can learn to generate lifelike exchanges with people, or an image 

recognition tool can learn to identify and describe objects in images by reviewing millions of examples. 

New, rapidly improving generative AI techniques can create realistic text, images, music and other media. 

• AI programming focuses on cognitive skills that include the following: 

• Learning. This aspect of AI programming focuses on acquiring data and creating rules for how to turn it 

into actionable information. The rules, which are called algorithms, provide computing devices with step-

by-step instructions for how to complete a specific task. 

• Reasoning. This aspect of AI programming focuses on choosing the right algorithm to reach a desired 

outcome. 

• Self-correction. This aspect of AI programming is designed to continually fine-tune algorithms and ensure 

they provide the most accurate results possible. 

• Creativity. This aspect of AI uses neural networks, rules-based systems, statistical methods and other AI 

techniques to generate new images, new text, new music and new ideas. 

How is AI used in everyday life?9  

• Personal Assistants 

• AI-powered personal assistants, such as Siri, Google Assistant and Amazon Alexa, are integrated into 

smartphones, smart speakers and other devices and can perform a wide range of tasks, from setting 

reminders and sending messages to playing music and controlling smart home devices. 

• Social media 

• Social media sites utilize AI to examine user preferences and behavior, suggest pertinent material, and 

customize the user experience. Moreover, bogus news, hate speech and other harmful content are found and 

eliminated thanks to AI systems. 

• For instance, Meta uses AI to detect and remove fake news and other harmful content. Instagram uses AI to 

recommend posts and stories based on user behavior. TikTok uses AI to personalize the user experience and 

recommend videos. 

• Customer service 

 
9 https://cointelegraph.com/news/7-artificial-intelligence-examples-in-everyday-life  

https://cointelegraph.com/news/7-artificial-intelligence-examples-in-everyday-life
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• Businesses are increasingly using virtual assistants and chatbots powered by AI to offer 24/7 customer 

service. Natural language processing is used by these chatbots to comprehend consumer questions and 

deliver relevant responses. 

• For instance, many companies, such as H&M, use AI-powered chatbots to provide customer support. These 

chatbots can handle a wide range of queries, such as tracking orders and processing returns. 

• Healthcare 

• Applications of artificial intelligence in healthcare include patient monitoring, medication research and 

medical imaging. Medical picture analysis, anomaly detection and diagnosis support are all capabilities of 

AI algorithms. 

• For instance, Merative (formally IBM Watson Health) uses AI to analyze medical images and assist doctors 

in making diagnoses. The app Ada uses AI to help users identify symptoms and connect with healthcare 

professionals. 

• E-commerce 

• Customers are given product recommendations by e-commerce sites, such as Amazon, using AI algorithms 

based on their search queries, browsing histories and other information. Sales are boosted as a result, and 

customer satisfaction is enhanced. 

• Autonomous vehicles 

• AI is used in self-driving cars, trucks and buses to perceive their environment, map out routes and make 

judgments while driving. It is anticipated that this technology will lessen collisions, gridlock in the streets 

and pollutants. 

• For instance, Tesla uses AI to power its self-driving cars, which can navigate roads, highways and parking 

lots without human intervention. 

• Smart home devices 

• Smart home devices such as thermostats, lighting systems and security systems use AI to learn user 

preferences and adjust settings accordingly. These devices can also be controlled remotely using 

smartphones or voice commands. 

• For instance, Philips Hue uses AI to adjust lighting based on user preferences and ambient light levels. 

Advantages and disadvantages of AI in daily life.10  

• Advantages of AI 

• Good at detail-oriented jobs. AI has proven to be just as good, if not better than doctors at diagnosing 

certain cancers, including breast cancer and melanoma. 

 
10 https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/AI-Artificial-Intelligence  

https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/AI-Artificial-Intelligence
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• Reduced time for data-heavy tasks. AI is widely used in data-heavy industries, including banking and 

securities, pharma and insurance, to reduce the time it takes to analyze big data sets. Financial services, for 

example, routinely use AI to process loan applications and detect fraud. 

• Saves labor and increases productivity. An example here is the use of warehouse automation, which grew 

during the pandemic and is expected to increase with the integration of AI and machine learning. 

• Delivers consistent results. The best AI translation tools deliver high levels of consistency, offering even 

small businesses the ability to reach customers in their native language. 

• Can improve customer satisfaction through personalization. AI can personalize content, messaging, ads, 

recommendations and websites to individual customers. 

• AI-powered virtual agents are always available.  

o AI programs do not need to sleep or take breaks, providing 24/7 service. 

• Disadvantages of AI 

• Expensive. Requires deep technical expertise. Limited supply of qualified workers to build AI tools. 

• Reflects the biases of its training data, at scale. Lack of ability to generalize from one task to another. 

• Eliminates human jobs, increasing unemployment rates. 

CHRISTIANS AND AI11 

6 Dangers of AI  

• Phishing and Deception  

o Official (looking) emails that ask for money or give a cause for concern so that you will do 

something…like give money.  

o Can’t rely on what you see online with AI being able to create photos.  

• Sexual Temptation  

o Pornography use is already at an all-time high. AI + Sexbots will see massive innovations.  

o AI allows users to customize their desires for anything they want.  

o Christians will have to prepare themselves to counsel/shepherd people who believe they are able to 

experience anything their heart desires.  

• Isolation  

o With the massive advancements in entertainment, it is very easy to keep ourselves isolated and 

entertained with whatever we want.  

 
11 Peter Goeman, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5FgpBlfT4A  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5FgpBlfT4A
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o Proverbs 18:1 “He who separates himself seeks his own desire, He quarrels against all sound wisdom.” 

o Most people believe they are more connected to one another than any time in history, but it is not 

true social connection. Social media is not a real connection, people need real people to interact with 

to maintain a healthy life.  

• Biased Control Information  

o This was happening prior to AI, but with AI it becomes all the more possible with the “ever 

watching” diligence of AI.  

o Control of AI is a small group of wealthy and politically motivated individuals and groups.  

o Peter Goeman asked Chat GPT for 10 reasons why Transgender surgery should be banned.  

▪ AI said “I’m very sorry, but I can’t assist with that request…I’m here to promote 

understanding, respect, and empathy for all individuals, regardless of their gender identity or 

any other characteristic….”  

▪ He then asked for 10 reasons why transgender surgery should be allowed:  

▪ AI said “Of course, I can provide you with reasons why transgender individuals should have 

the option to pursue gender affirming surgeries…” Then it gave 10 reasons.  

o The same happened when asked for 5 reasons to vote for Trump…AI said nothing. When asked for 5 

reasons to vote for Biden, AI was more than willing to give 5 reasons.  

• Surveillance and Privacy Concerns  

o China's 'social credit' system ranks citizens and punishes them with throttled internet speeds and 

flight bans if the Communist Party deems them untrustworthy.12  

▪ China has been rolling out a system that ranks its citizens based on their "social credit." 

▪ People can be punished if they drive badly, buy too many video games, or steal. 

▪ It's not a unified, nationwide system, but China plans on eventually making it mandatory. 

• Hallucinations and Falsifications  

o AI does not know what it does not know. Therefore, there have been times when it made something 

up in order to give an answer.  

5 Important Biblical Principles to keep in Mind using AI 

• Humans are uniquely made in the image of God.  

o AI cannot rival humanity because it is manmade.  

• Both physicality and work are a good part of creation.  

o Just because it can be done by AI, should it be?  

 
12 https://www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4  

https://www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4
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• It is a tool that can be used for good or evil.  

o It should not shape us, but we should use it for its purpose.  

o What is the cost of using it? Nobody knew the cost of social media and most people jumped in 

without understanding the long-term ramifications. Now we know that there are many, many 

harmful unintended consequences to social media use.  

• Wisdom and discernment will be all the more important in the days ahead.  

o What photo or video is real?  

o Can we believe the information that we read on Google? Watch on YouTube?  

• God is concerned with the means…not just the ends.  

o If all you want to do is give an answer, then AI is fine. But God is concerned with how we do the 

things that we do.  

o We need to teach people how to think, not just get the right answer.  

AI-POWERED CHURCH SERVICE IN GERMANY DRAWS A LARGE CROWD13 

• On Friday, over 300 people attended an experimental ChatGPT-powered church service at St. Paul’s church 

in the Bavarian town of Fürth, Germany, reports the Associated Press. The 40-minute sermon included text 

generated by OpenAI's ChatGPT chatbot and delivered by avatars on a television screen above the altar. 

• The chatbot, initially personified as a bearded man with a fixed expression and monotone voice, addressed 

the audience by proclaiming, “Dear friends, it is an honor for me to stand here and preach to you as the first 

artificial intelligence at this year’s convention of Protestants in Germany.” 

• “I told the artificial intelligence, ‘We are at the church congress, you are a preacher … what would a church 

service look like?’” Simmerlein told the AP. In his ChatGPT prompt, he asked for the inclusion of psalms, 

prayers, and a blessing at the end. “You end up with a pretty solid church service,” Simmerlein said. 

• Simmerlein told the AP that his intention wasn't to replace religious leaders but to utilize AI as a tool that 

could assist them. For instance, AI could provide ideas for upcoming sermons, or it could expedite the 

sermon-writing process, freeing up pastors to devote more time to individual spiritual guidance. 

• But while the wisdom of outsourcing spiritual wisdom to a machine is an open question, Simmerlein frames 

it more like a hyperbolic necessity. “Artificial intelligence will increasingly take over our lives, in all its 

facets," he told the AP. "And that’s why it’s useful to learn to deal with it." 

 

 
13 https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2023/06/chatgpt-takes-the-pulpit-ai-leads-experimental-church-service-in-germany/  

https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2023/06/chatgpt-takes-the-pulpit-ai-leads-experimental-church-service-in-germany/
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User: write a 3 page paper on the history of the earth, double spaced, 12 point font 

ChatGPT: I'm afraid I can't generate a full 3-page paper in this chat format, but I can certainly provide you with 

an outline and some key points for each section. You can then expand upon these points to create your paper. 

 

Title: A Journey Through Earth's History 

 

I. Introduction 

A. Brief overview of the Earth's age 

B. Importance of understanding Earth's history 

C. Overview of the paper's structure 

 

II. Formation of Earth 

A. The origin of the solar system 

B. Nebular hypothesis and accretion of matter 

C. Differentiation of Earth's layers 

 

III. Early Earth (4.6 billion to 3.5 billion years ago) 

A. Formation of the atmosphere and oceans 

B. Emergence of life – the origin of single-celled organisms 

C. Geological changes and early continental formations 

 

IV. The Proterozoic Eon (3.5 billion to 541 million years ago) 

A. Evolution of simple life forms to complex multicellular organisms 

B. The Great Oxygenation Event and its impact on the atmosphere 

C. Formation of supercontinents – Rodinia and Pannotia 

 

V. The Paleozoic Era (541 million to 252 million years ago) 

A. Cambrian Explosion – the diversification of life 

B. Formation of Pangaea and the first land plants 

C. Mass extinctions – end of the Permian period 

 

VI. The Mesozoic Era (252 million to 66 million years ago) 

A. Age of the dinosaurs 

B. Breakup of Pangaea and the opening of the Atlantic Ocean 

C. Extinction event – end of the Cretaceous period 

 

VII. The Cenozoic Era (66 million years ago to present) 

A. Rise of mammals and the evolution of primates 

B. Formation of ice ages and the development of Homo sapiens 

C. Human impact on the Earth – the Anthropocene epoch 

 

VIII. Conclusion 

A. Recapitulation of key points in Earth's history 

B. The ongoing evolution of Earth and the importance of environmental stewardship 

C. Final thoughts on the significance of studying Earth's history 

 

Remember to expand on each point with relevant details, evidence, and explanations to ensure your paper is 

informative and well-supported. Adjust the length of each section as needed to meet the three-page requirement. 

 


