OT SURVEY: PENTATEUCH

WEEK 2: GENESIS 12-50

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES

e We need to know our Bibles from front to back.

o What implications does this have for my life?
o What are the major themes in each book of the Bible?
o How does each book fit within the overall framework of the Bible?
o When I read each section of Scripture, what are commonly misread passages?
e Each year we will highlight each part of Scripture, both its importance and profitability (2 Tim 3:16-17).
e Specifically, the first five books of the Bible, called the Pentateuch (pent = 5), give us the foundation for
how God has ruled and reigned over his creation through the first 2500 years of the history of the world.
¢ God has self-revealed the account of His creation, the establishment of His covenant with Israel, and the laws
that govern His people.
e Ifyour neighbor asked you what the difference is between Numbers and Deuteronomy, could you help?

e C(lass Schedule:

o October 26: Genesis 1-11

o November 2: Missionary Update: The Streets

o November 9: Genesis 12-50

o November 16: Exodus 1-18

o November 23: Exodus 19-40

o November 30: Leviticus

o December 7: Numbers

o December 14: Deuteronomy
INTRODUCTION

e God’s Glory in Bringing Hope through The Seed of the Woman—
o from Abram to Israel in Goshen, Egypt—Genesis 12 — 50
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1. PRIMARY CHARACTERS

e God

FIRST

NAME HEBREW MEANING
APPEARANCE

Elohim D'y God, Creator, Mighty One Genesis 1:1 Generalized in a sense

YHWH nine | AM WHO | AM Genesis 2:4 Covenant-Keeping Name

Adonai TN My Lord(s) Genesis 15:2 Used in two named addressing of

God: "Lord God"—Adonai YHWH
El Shaddai Y N God Almighty, All-Sufficient Genesis 17:1 Powerful Provider
One
El Roi NI 9N The God Who Sees (Me) Genesis 16:13 The Imminent One—nearness and

awareness

e Abram/Abraham & Sarai/Sarah—Son of Terah, brother of Nahor—Father of Many Nations, Princess

e Isaac & Rebekkah

e [shmael

e Jacob (Israel), Leah, Rachel & Esau (Edom)

e Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah (All Leah), Dan (Bilhah [Rachel]), Naphtali (Bilhah [Rachel]), Gad (Zilpah
[Leah]), Asher (Zilpah [Leah]), Issachar (Leah), Zebulon (Leah), Joseph (Rachel), Benjamin (Rachel) and a
sister Dinah (Leah)
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2. STRUCTURE

e How to divide Genesis and see some structure—a path of family, meaning and God’s work.
e The Hebrew text actually helps us in how the book is structured.

Toledot—Hebrew for “begettings, beginnings, origins, including story, history, the way it goes, the way
things went.”
a. Creation (1:1 —2:3)
Toledot of the heavens and the earth (2:4 — 4:26)
Toledot of Adam (5:1 — 6:8)
Toledot of Noah (6:9 — 9:29)
Toledot of Shem, Ham and Japheth (10:1 — 11:9)
Toledot of Shem (11:10 — 26)
Toledot of Terah (11:27 —25:11) and thus Abram/Abraham
Toledot of Ishmael (25:12 — 18)
Toledot of Isaac (25:19 — 35:29)
Toledot of Esau (36:1 — 8; 36:9 —37:1)
k. Toledot of Jacob (37:2 — 50:26)
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3. THEMES OF GENESIS 12-50

a. The origins of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the Twelve Tribes of Israel
b. Giving Israel a sense of who they are as a people.

c. Covering the essential history of their origin through the peaceful days in Egypt, just before they were
enslaved in Egypt.

d. Giving Israel a sense of who they were in the whole scheme of the world.
e. Giving Israel an understanding of their Creating, Blessing and Covenant-Keeping God.

f. God—YHWH offered blessing to Israel by means of faith in his promises, specifically his promises as

described in the Abrahamic Covenant. Such faith would be demonstrated by heartfelt obedience.

g. Paul notes: God will not only bring blessing to Abraham and his genetic ancestors, but he will bring

hope to Gentiles who follow the One True God by faith. Galatians 3:8

h. Simply, the Good News applies to us only through the Abrahamic Covenant and the New Covenant.
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4. ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

Using the toledot of Terah we will see how God calls Abraham and how all of Israel begins with the
essential roots of God’s fuller Covenant with Abraham.
a. The Abrahamic Covenant is “roughed out” in 12:1 — 9
b. The Abrahamic Covenant (AC) is detailed:
i. 13:14-18
ii. 15:1 —21 The kind of covenant revealed that God was “on the hook” to carry out the
covenant. Abraham’s role was to believe and obey God in light of his covenant promises.
iii. Chapter 17—a specific sign that Abraham was to initiate—male circumcision.
Romans 2:28-29 ~ For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in
the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.
c. God’s response to the ever-increasing evil of mankind.
d. And it is how he will glorify himself, establishing his Son Jesus the Christ as King, fully

conquering sin and death. Genesis 3:15f

5. ABRAHAM’S OFFSPRING

So, what we will do is walk through the other Toledot—the other records of Abraham’s offspring and see

how the promise and purpose of God was working out through them.
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