OT SURVEY: PENTATEUCH

WEEK 5: NUMBERS

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES

In this Series we will be going through the Old Testament books of the Pentateuch.

We need to know our Bibles from front to back.

o What implications does this have for my life?

o What are the major themes in each book of the Bible?

o How does each book fit within the overall framework of the Bible?

o When I read each section of Scripture, what are commonly misread passages?

Each year we will highlight each part of Scripture, both its importance and profitability (2 Tim 3:16-17).

Specifically, the first five books of the Bible, called the Pentateuch (pent = 5), give us the foundation for

how God has ruled and reigned over his creation through the first 2500 years of the history of the world.

God has self-revealed the account of His creation, the establishment of His covenant with Israel, and the laws

that govern His people.

If your neighbor asked you what the difference is between each book of the Pentateuch, could you help?

Class Schedule:

o October 26: Genesis 1-11
o November 2: Missionary Update: The Streets
o November 9: Genesis 12-50
o November 16: Exodus 1-18
o November 23: Exodus 19-40
o December 7: Numbers
o December 14: Deuteronomy
o January 4: (Leviticus)
NUMBERS INTRODUCTION

39 years of judgment for Israel in the wilderness between Sinai and Canaan

What happens to the people of Israel when they rebel against God, delay the inheritance of the land, and put

God’s faithfulness to the test.

Numbers 36:13 ~ “These are the commandments and the ordinances which the Lord commanded to the

sons of Israel through Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho.”
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NUMBERS OVERVIEW

Authorship and Book
e This is the fourth book of “book of the law of Moses.” (Joshua 8:31)

o Pentateuch (Greek for 5-volume work)
o Torah (Hebrew for law or instruction)
e Chapter 33 states he wrote it down (33:2; 36:13) and was written in the final year of his life.

e Deuteronomy 1:3 says it happened in the 11

month o the fortieth year after the exodus.
e Numbers 12:3 ~ “Now the man Moses was very humble, more so than anyone else on the face of the earth.”
o Side commentary on the miserable state amongst the contentious people and his dependence on the
Lord (see Ps 22:26 and Zeph 2:3).

o Moses largely walked his life alone. God have given him Aaron and Miriam, and they too rebelled.

Key People of Numbers

e Moses prophet and leader of Israel (1:1, 19: 48; 5:1, 4-5, 11)

e Aaron first high priest of Israel (1:3,17, 44; 2:1, 3:1-10; 12:1-5; 20:23-29)

e Miriam  songwriter, prophetess, leper (12; 20:1; 26:59)

e Joshua successor as leader, 1/2 men who saw Egypt and Promised Land (11:28; 13-14; 26:65; 27:15-23;
32:11-12, 28; 34:17)

e C(Caleb scout to Canaan; faithful to God, 1/2 who saw Egypt and & Promised Land (13-14; 26:65; 32:12)

e FEleazar  son of Aaron, 2" high priest, took the census of the people (3:1-4; 16:36-40; 20:25-29; 26:1-4)

e Korah Levite who assisted in the Tabernacle, killed due to rebellion against the Lord (16:1-40; 26:9)

e Balaam prophet and sorcerer who halfheartedly obeyed God, attempted to lead Israel into idol worship
(22:1-24:25; 31:7-8, 156)

Key Places of Numbers

e [srael moves

e about 40 times in less than 40 years to move from Sinai to Moab.

e Mt. Sinai — plains of Moab by the Jordan (see ch 33)
o Kibroth-hattaavah... Hazeroth... Rithmah... ... Kadesh-Barnea ... Wilderness upon wilderness
o Plains of Moab
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Key Events of Numbers

e Census Ch1 e 5" rebellion: Korah Ch 16-19

e Camp arrangement Ch2 e 6" and 7" rebellion: hunger & thirst-Ch 20-21
e Levite Responsibilities Ch3-4 e Balaam CH 22-24

e Purity Laws and Nazirite Vow Ch 5-6 e 8" rebellion: Idolatry Ch 25

e Offerings and Levites Ch 7-8 e 2" Census Ch 26

e Second Passover and Departure Ch 9-10 e Joshua Heir to Moses Ch 27

e 1% and 2" rebellions Ch 1l e Times, Offerings, Vows Ch 28-30

e 3"rebellion: Aaron/Miriam Ch 12 e Preparation to enter Land Ch 31-36

e 4™ rebellion: Rejection of Land Ch 13-14

Key Verses from Numbers

6:24-26; 12:6-8; 14:17-19, 21-23; 14:30-34; 23:19

Numbers 14:22-23 ~ Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt
and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, > shall by
no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

Numbers 23:19 ~ God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said,

and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?

Outline
1:1-10:10 Preparation for departure from Sinai 20 days Num 1:1; 10:11
10:11 —20:21 Departure from Sinai and arrival at Kadesh 38 years Num 33:38
20:22-36:13 Journey form Kadesh to Moab 6 months Num 33:38; Deut 1:3
OR
1-25  The First Generation of Israel in the Wilderness “Take a census” (1:2)
26-36 The Second Generation of Israel in the Plains of Moab “Take a census” (26:2)

GOD’S CHARACTER IN NUMBERS
1. God is Long-suffering (14:18)

2. God is Merciful (14:18)
3. God is Provident (26:65)
4. God is True (23:19)
5. God is Wrathful (11:1, 33; 12:9-10; 14:37, 40-45; 16:31,35; 21:6; 25:9; 32:14)
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KEY DOCTRINES IN NUMBERS!

Rebellion REBELLIONS:
e Israel tied themselves to other nations or compared themselves to . Hardship H:1-3
2. Food and Water 11:4-13
. 3. Leadership 12:1-16
Egypt and rebelled (1426_38) 4. Rejection of Promised Land  14:1-10
. . C . , 5. Leadershi 16:1-3
e Their many cycles of rebellion are initiated by the people, Moses 6. Tood and [‘)Nater 202-13
o i 7. Food and Water 21:4-9
SlbhngS, and the Levites. 8. Worshiping the Baal of Peor  25:1-19

Faithfulness of God to His covenant

e God’s people lose faith, but God remains faithful (15:2; 26:52-56; 27:12; 33:50-56; 34:1-29)

e Moses appeals to God’s lovingkindness and forgiveness when he sees the people falter
Numbers 14:19-21 ~ Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just

as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” 2° So the Lord said, “I have pardoned them according

to your word; *' but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord.

e Protection from enemies (21:4-9)

e Faithful to judge, faithful to keep his promise that Isracl would enter the land (14:31)
Numbers 14:31 ~ Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey—I will bring them in, and
they will know the land which you have rejected.

God’s provisions for so many people

¢ God provides manna from heaven for hundreds of thousands of people (11:6-9).
e The people complained for meat and the Lord gave them Quail till they would loathe it, enough for eight
bushels a person (11:31-32).

e God provided bread for Passover and feasting (9:11; 28:17)

e (God provided water for the people despite Moses not obeying how to obtain the water (20:1-12)
Inheritance

e God secured the Promised Land for His people (16:14; 26:52-56)

e Mentioned 34 times in Numbers, vs. only once before they left Sinai (Exodus 15:17 in Moses’ song)

Sin and Judgment

e God does not have favorites. God will judge each person according to his perfect standard. Israel’s sin
demanded punishment.
e While Numbers includes many statistics, regulations, and work assignments and instructions, there is

often the somber note of the consequences for disobedience (Hamilton, 320).

! John MacArthur, MacArthur’s Quick Reference Guide to the Bible, 19.
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Authority
e (God gave Moses the authority to speak to Israel on his behalf, just as other prophets would also be given
this authority as a prophet of God (1:1; 7:89; 12:6-8)
e God gave Joshua the same authority, with the anointed leader Moses having the high priest Eleazar lay
hands on the newly commissioned leader Joshua (27:20-23).
Numbers 27:20-23 ~ You shall put some of your authority on him, in order that all the congregation of the sons
of Israel may obey him. 2! Moreover, he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the
judgment of the Urim before the Lord. At his command they shall go out and at his command they shall come
in, both he and the sons of Israel with him, even all the congregation.” 2> Moses did just as the Lord commanded
him; and he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation. 23 Then he laid
his hands on him and commissioned him, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses.

Laving on of Hands

o Transfer of sins from Israel to the living goat (Lev 16:21-22)

o Transfer of blessing from rightful owner to another:
= Jacob to Joseph’s sons (Genesis 48:13-20)
= Elisha-Elijah (2 Kings 13:16)
= Divine blessing of Jesus to the children (Mark 10:16)

o Transfer of authority given from one divinely appointed authority to another
=  Moses-Joshua (Numbers 27:18-30)
= Levites (Numbers 8:10)

Numbers 8:10 ~ and present the Levites before the Lord; and the sons of Israel shall lay their hands on the Levites.

= Apostles-qualified servants in the church (Acts 6:2-6)
= Elders-Elders (1 Tim 5:22)
= Elders- Commissioned/Commended Elders (Acts 13:3)

o Transfer of power OVER subjects
= Scribes and chief priests- Jesus to capture (Lk 20:19 (Seized: Mt 26:50; Mk 14:46; Jn 7:44)
= Governments-apostles (Acts 5:18; 12:1)
= Governments to all believers (Luke 21:10-19; Jn 15:18ff)

o Apostolic Transfer of Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17; 19:6)

o Apostolic Healing (Mark 16:18; Luke 4:40; Acts 28:8)
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Holiness of Israel

e The book begins with the serious concern about the holiness of Israel- careful consecration:
o The enemy ahead (1:1-46)- with the warning of the danger of enemy
o Sacred worship to God above (1:47-54)- with the warning of the wrath of God
= Laypeople may not go near the tabernacle- the tasks and duties are set apart for the
Levites only. 1:51; 3:10, 38)
= Levites must take seriously their service to the Lord (1:53) and wrong worship affects
themselves and all the people (3:4)
= Nazirite Vows made be made by the people to further dedicate themselves to God.

OTHER THEMES IN NUMBERS

Israel’s Murmuring

e This is not a becoming attitude, not a heart rooted in belief.
Numbers 11:1 ~ Now the people became like those who complain of adversity in the hearing of the Lord; and
when the Lord heard iz, His anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord burned among them and
consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.

e Complaining is not neutral. It displeases Moses and it is against God.
Numbers 14:27 ~ “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have
heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me. (cf. 14:29, 35; 17:10)
The grumbling is a challenge to God’s authority (and his delegated authority) and His plan.

Israel’s Memory

Numbers 15:37-41 ~ ¥ The Lord also spoke to Moses, saying, 3 ““Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they
shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on

the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. 3 It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of

the Lord, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the

harlot, 4’ so that you may remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your God. #' I am the Lord your God

who brought you out from the land of Egypt to be your God; I am the Lord your God.”
e Israel was provided means to remember God and their sanctified position before God to be holy!
Yow
e “A vow to God is a voluntary commitment to do something that pleases Him or to abstain from certain

practices to demonstrate devotion to Him.”? (Num 6). We ought to be careful about rash vows.

2 MacArthur, 20.
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Sacrifice
e The Law of Moses required many animal sacrifices to atone for sin (lev 22:21; Heb 9:22) Without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin. “The sin of an individual was symbolically transferred
to the sacrificed animal, thereby providing a temporary substitutionary atonement that had to be repeated
annually because it only partially dealt with sin (Heb 10:4).”
The Anointed
God intended for certain kings, priests, and prophets to be set apart for their service.
e Priests were anointed (3:3)
e The tabernacle was anointed and consecrated by Moses (7:1)
e The dedication offering was anointed by the leaders (7:10)
e High priests were anointed with holy oil (35:25)
Elders
e “Aged” or “old”, means a mature person who had authority (Ex 3:16), served as a judge (Ex 18:12) or
adviser (Ezek 7:26), or ruling official (Deut 19:12).
e In numbers, From among the elders God had Moses choose 70 men to gather around the Tabernacle
where the Lord came down in the cloud and the Holy Spirit rested upon the 70 elders, and they
prophesied, but they did not do it again (11:16:24-25)

Repentance and obedience (Serpent on the pole)

e While this might seem at first glance to be idolatry, God was putting their faith to the test.
e Anyone who looked at the bronze image would be healed (21:5-7). The serpent on the stick was a
reminder of their sin which brought about their suffering.*

False Prophet used by God (Balaam)

e The King of Moab, Balak, is terrified of the large nation of Israel (22:5)

e Balaam is sent to curse Israel, but God uses Balaam for his purposes, even using his own donkey to
properly pronounce blessing on Israel (22:5-20)

e Balaam eventually does get the Moabites and Midianites to influence Israel with prostitution and
idolatry, leading them away from God (25:1-9) and 24k died by a plague!

e Balaam is not a good guy. He is the example of wickedness and scheming of false teachers, who entice

God’s people into immorality (2 Pet 2:15; Jude 11, Rev 2:14).

3 John MacArthur, 20.
4 https://www.gotquestions.org/bronze-serpent.html
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MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU:2

Numbers 6:24-26 ~ The Lord bless you, and keep you; 3 The Lord make His face shine on you, And be
gracious to you; 26 The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’

God’s blessing is simply his promised favor and benefits for his people. Here, he demonstrates his
faithfulness to his promises by comforting Israel as they recognize their inability to follow his law. As they
prepare to journey on a long and difficult road, Yahweh dispenses three pairs of blessings; And in each, God is

the subject, and his people are the humble recipients.

“The Lord bless you and keep you” (v. 24). God provides for the Israelites in a way they could not do
for themselves. The Israelites are blessed and kept in a very real sense. From providing them with daily bread
(manna) to protecting them from warring nations, God demonstrated his promise that he would be their God,
and they would be his people (Exodus 6:7).

Like Israel, we have received God’s promises, laws, and expectations to worship and obey him. He
remains faithful—blessing and keeping, giving and protecting. Sadly, most people don’t think they need his
blessing or protection. But who other than God can truly preserve? He created all things and sustains them
through life. His people have no hope, comfort, or safety without his blessing. Refuge awaits in the safety of his
blessings and watchful care.

“The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you” (v. 25). The second pair of blessings
highlights the character and nature of Yahweh as the divine dispenser of blessing. His face shining upon Israel
meant they would behold his true nature. He would turn his face toward them and draw near to them. On the
other hand, turning his face away would mean punishment and a lack of favor for rejecting his commands.

Similarly, for those of us who follow God today, we would not know his character or graciousness without his
presence in our lives. As we approach our great Father, we see his beauty and glory. In response to God’s many
blessings—especially through Jesus—may we respond with gratitude for his lovingkindness.

“The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace” (v. 26). The third blessing is the most
dynamic of the group, offering Israel the benefit of a personal relationship with Yahweh. The idea is that he
gives his attention to those living in harmonious, peaceful relationships with him.

Here, God’s blessing is his kind consideration of their needs. Over 400 years later, David would write

this prayer for Israel: “Many, Lord, are asking, ‘Who will bring us prosperity?” Let the light of your face shine on us”
(Psalm 4:6). We too want to know God’s goodness and live at peace in relationship with him.

In Aaron’s Blessing, God’s peace was given to Israel in the context of obeying the laws God had given. As a
result of the Israelites’ faithfulness to the covenant, God gave peace through his presence and the provision of
land and seed (Exodus 18:23; Leviticus 26:6). In our time, peace is often denigrated to the subjective feeling
about a good decision we make. But peace in relation to God is tied to a relationship with him.

5 Kurt Bekins, part of article in Our Daily Bread: https://www.odbm.org/en/spiritual-beliefs/the-bible-biblical-study/gods-triple-

double-blessing
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