OT SURVEY: PENTATEUCH

WEEK 7: LEVITICUS

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES

In this Series we will be going through the Old Testament books of the Pentateuch.
We need to know our Bibles from front to back.

o What implications does this have for my life?

o What are the major themes in each book of the Bible?

o How does each book fit within the overall framework of the Bible?

o When I read each section of Scripture, what are commonly misread passages?
Each year we will highlight each part of Scripture, both its importance and profitability (2 Tim 3:16-17).
Specifically, the first five books of the Bible, called the Pentateuch (pent = 5), give us the foundation for
how God has ruled and reigned over his creation through the first 2500 years of the history of the world.
God has self-revealed the account of His creation, the establishment of His covenant with Israel, and the laws
that govern His people.
If your neighbor asked you what the difference is between each book of the Pentateuch, could you help?

Class Schedule:

o October 26: Genesis 1-11 o November 30: Cancelled Due to
o November 2: Missionary Update: Weather
The Streets o December 7: Numbers
o November 9: Genesis 12-50 o December 14: Deuteronomy
o November 16: Exodus 1-18 o December 21: No Class
o November 23: Exodus 19-40 o December 28: No Class
o January 4: Leviticus

LEVITICUS INTRODUCTION: BIG PICTURE

Leviticus details the laws of approach to and fellowship with God.

Written by Moses, approximately 1445 to 1405 B.C., the book of Leviticus deals with the “matters of the
Levites”, detailing the beginnings of the Levitical priesthood, the sacrificial system, many of Israel’s civil,
ceremonial, and moral laws.

Ultimately, God was calling Israel to be set apart from the nations as His chosen people and to worship Him

rightly through types and shadows of what would one day be fulfilled in Christ.

Page 1 0of 10



e Leviticus also naturally extends what occurred in the book of Exodus.
o Exodus proclaimed that Israel was to be a kingdom of priests (Ex. 19:6). Leviticus shows us what
that looks like.
o Exodus gave the 10 commandments in Exodus 20. Leviticus gives more details of the law.
o Exodus gave the instructions for building the tabernacle and preparing the priestly garments.
Leviticus commissions and shows us how the tabernacle was to be used and how the priests were to

serve.!

LEVITICUS OVERVIEW
e Because the Israelites had been held captive in Egypt for 400 years, the concept of God had been distorted

by the polytheistic, pagan Egyptians.
e The purpose of Leviticus is to provide instruction and laws to guide a sinful, yet redeemed people in their
relationship with a holy God.
e There is an emphasis in Leviticus on the need for personal holiness in response to a holy God.
o Sin must be atoned for through the offering of proper sacrifices (ch. 8-10).
e Other topics covered in the book are diets (clean and unclean foods), childbirth, and diseases which are
carefully regulated (ch. 11-15).
e The Day of Atonement was when an annual sacrifice is made for the cumulative sin of the people. (ch. 16)
e Furthermore, the people of God are to be circumspect in their personal, moral, and social living, in contrast

to the then-current practices of the heathen roundabout them (ch. 17-22).?

Theme/Outline:
Theme: Worship and Holiness

Qutline:
I. Way to God: Sacrifice (1-16)
II. Walk with God: Laws (17-27)

I. Laws Pertaining to Sacrifice (1:1-7:38)
A. Legislation for the Laity (1:1-6:7)
B. Legislation for the Priesthood (6:8—7:38)

I1. Beginnings of the Priesthood (8:1-10:20)
A. Ordination of Aaron and His Sons (8:1-36)
B. First Sacrifices (9:1-24)
C. Execution of Nadab and Abihu (10:1-20)

! https://bible.org/seriespage/3-jesus-leviticus
2 https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Leviticus.html
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https://ref.ly/Le1.1-7.38
https://ref.ly/Le1.1-6.7
https://ref.ly/Le6.8-7.38
https://ref.ly/Le8.1-10.20
https://ref.ly/Le8.1-36
https://ref.ly/Le9.1-24
https://ref.ly/Le10.1-20

II1. Prescriptions for Uncleanness (11:1-16:34)
A. Unclean Animals (11:1-47)
B. Uncleanness of Childbirth (12:1-8)
C. Unclean Diseases (13:1-59)
D. Cleansing of Diseases (14:1-57)
E. Unclean Discharges (15:1-33)
F. Purification of the Tabernacle from Uncleanness (16:1-34)

IV. Guidelines for Practical Holiness (17:1-27:34)
A. Sacrifice and Food (17:1-15)
B. Proper Sexual Behavior (18:1-30)
C. Neighborliness (19:1-37)
D. Capital/Grave Crimes (20:1-27)
E. Instructions for Priests (21:1-22:33)
F. Religious Festivals (23:1-44)
G. The Tabernacle (24:1-9)
H. An Account of Blasphemy (24:10-23)
I. Sabbatical and Jubilee Years (25:1-55)
J. Exhortation to Obey the Law: Blessings and Curses (26:1-46)
K. Redemption of Votive Gifts (27:1-34)°

Key People of Leviticus

e Moses — prophet and leader who acted as God’s mouthpiece to explain His law to Israel (1:1; 4:1; 5:14; 6:1—
27:34)

e Aaron — Moses’ brother and first high priest of Israel (1:7; 2:3, 10; 3:5, 8, 13; 6:9-24:9)

e Nadab & Abihu — sons of Aaron, in training to become priests, died because of their disobedience to the
Lord’s commands (8:36; 10:1-2)

e Eleazar — son of Aaron who succeeded him as high priest of Israel (10:6-20)

e Ithamar — son of Aaron who also became a priest (10:6-20)

Key Doctrines of Leviticus*

e Holiness — attribute that encapsulates God’s perfect character; Israel was called to be holy as God is holy
(11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7, 26; 21:6-8; Ex 6:7; 19:6; Ps 22:3; 99:5; Isa 41:14—16; 1 Thess 4:7; 1 Pet 1:14-16)

e Sacrifice — God required sacrifices from the people to atone for sin (1:3, 9-13; 16:3; 17:8; 19:5; Ex 29:34;
Deut 16:5-6; Judg 11:31; Ps 66:13—15; Matt 5:23-24; Rom 8:3; 12:1; Heb 2:17; 1 John 2:2)

e Offerings — forms of worship to God, to give expression of the penitent and thankful heart (1:1-17; 2:1-16;
3:1-17; 4:1-5:13; 5:14-6:7; Gen 4:4-5; Deut 16:10; 1 Ki 18:33-40; Job 42:8; 2 Cor 5:21; 2 Tim 4:6)
o qorban—2:3; 4:35; 6:18; 7:14, 33; 9:4; 10:14—this Hebrew word is derived from the verb “to bring
near” and literally means “that which one brings near to God.”
o The fact that the Israelites could approach to present their gifts to God reveals His mercy. Even
though the people were sinful and rebellious, God instituted a sacrificial system in which they could
reconcile themselves to Him.

3 John MacArthur, MacArthur’s Quick Reference Guide to the Bible, 14-15.
4 Ibid, 13.
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https://ref.ly/Le13.1-59
https://ref.ly/Le14.1-57
https://ref.ly/Le15.1-33
https://ref.ly/Le16.1-34
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= The sacrifices foreshadowed Jesus’ death on the cross, the ultimate offering, the offering that
ended the need for any others.

=  Through Christ’s sacrificial death, we have once for all been reconciled to God (Heb 10:10—
18).

o Blood: dam—1:5; 3:17; 4:7; 8:15; 9:9; 16:18; 17:10; 20:11—related to the Hebrew word adom,
which means “red” (Gen 25:30) and refers to blood.

= This may be the blood of animals (Exodus 23:18) or human beings (Gen 4:10). The word
blood may also represent a person’s guilt, as in the phrase “Ahis blood shall be upon him’; that
is, he is responsible for his own guilt (20:9).

= The Old Testament equates life with blood (Gen 9:4; Deut 12:23), which vividly illustrates
the sanctity of human life (Gen 9:6).

= According to the NT, “without shedding of blood there is no remission” of sin (Heb 9:22).
Thus the emphasis on blood in the Old Testament sacrifices pointed to the blood that Christ
would shed, i.e., the life that He would give on our behalf (Rom 5:9; 1 Cor 11:25-26).

e Israel as God’s Nation — the people through whom Christ would enter the world (26:42-46; Gen 15:12-21;
Ex 19:5-6; 2 Sam 7:13; 23:5; Heb 8:6—13)

Key Verses from Leviticus
o Leviticus 1:4 — He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf

to make atonement for him.
e Leviticus 17:11 — For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for
yourselves on the altar, it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.

o Leviticus 19:2 — Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be holy, for |
the LORD your God am holy.’

o Leviticus 19:18 — Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor

as yourself. I am the LORD.

THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM (1-7)°

o The first seven chapters are devoted to a description of the sacrifices ordained by God that bear on the
perpetuation of the relationship of humankind with God.

e Worship without sacrifice is inconceivable. Wherever sin has driven a wedge between God and humankind,
both sacrifice (the outer act) and penitence (the inner attitude) become incumbent upon the sinner.

e We also should note that the sacrifices described in ch. 1-7 are not an exhaustive listing.

3 Victor P. Hamilton, Handbook on the Pentateuch, 2nd ed.,233.
Page 4 of 10



o For example, there is nothing in these seven chapters on the incense offering (Exod. 30:7-8) or the
drink offering (Exod. 29:38—41).

o The emphasis in these opening chapters of Leviticus is on private offerings/sacrifices versus public

ones—that is, the sacrifices that the common Israelite would have offered to God most repeatedly.

e The five sacrifices are:

o The whole burnt offering (Leviticus 1): Represented complete dedication/consecration to the Lord
(complete sacrifice)

o The grain offering (Leviticus 2): Involving here exclusively grain products; done to express
thanksgiving for provision

o The peace offering (Leviticus 3): Represented fellowship with God (involved a covenant meal -
priests, worshipper, family/friends)

o The sin offering (Lev. 4-5:13): a sacrifice of repentance for sins

o The guilt/reparation offering (Lev. 5:14—6:7): also a sacrifice of repentance for sins, but additionally
underscoring the need of restitution; thus, a special kind of sin offering.

e The first three climax, in their respective narration, with the impact that such a sacrifice has on God. Such a
sacrifice, when offered, becomes “a pleasing odor to the LORD” (1:9, 13, 17 [whole burnt]; 2:2, 9, 12; 6:15,
21 [grain]; 3:5, 16 [peace]).

o None of the first three sacrifices are identified with either an occasion that prompts the sacrifice or a
particular violation that elicits it. They are to be spontaneous acts; sacrifices offered to God in praise
and thanksgiving.

o They were a means of expressing the reality and dynamics of one’s relationship with God via a gift
as a part of entering God’s presence.

e By contrast, a unique phrase occurs repeatedly regarding the last two sacrifices: “the priest shall make
atonement for him/them and he/they shall be forgiven” (4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:10, 13 [sin]; 5:16, 18; 6:7
[guilt]).

o The latter two sacrifices are identified with a specific occasion: “If'a person sins unintentionally in
any of the things which the LORD has commanded not to be done” (4:2). This sacrifice covers the
inadvertent violation of God’s prohibitive laws. The guilt offering also addresses itself to inadvertent
violations, not in the area of the prohibitive laws, but in the area of “the LORD’S holy things” (5:15).

o The first would cover sins of commission, and the second would cover sins of omission.

o The latter two sacrifices, unlike the first three, are expiatory or propitiatory in nature.

o Explicitly, sin and its forgiveness are the issues.
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THE SEVEN FEASTS (23)

e The second set of rituals (Lev. 23-25) lays out the seven annual feasts of Israel: the feasts of Passover,
Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles.
e FEach of these feasts retold a different part of the story of how God redeemed Israel and led them through the
wilderness on the way to the promised land.
e By celebrating these feasts, Israel would remember who they were and who God was to them.
e Passover (Ex 12:1-14; Lev 23:4-5; Deut 16:1-7
o When: 14th day of the 1st month (Nisan)
o Purpose: To remember God’s deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt.
o Focused on the sacrificial lamb whose blood protected the Israelites from judgment (Exod. 12), and
served as a memorial of redemption and God’s saving power.
e Feast of Unleavened Bread (Ex 12:15-20; Lev 23:6-8; Deut 16:3-8)
o When: 15th-21st day of Nisan (7 days immediately following Passover)
o Purpose: To commemorate Israel’s hasty departure from Egypt—there was no time for leavened
bread to rise.
o Symbolized the call to holiness: removal of leaven (a symbol of sin) from their homes, and it was a
call to purity and separation unto God.
e Feast of Firstfruits (Ex 23:19; Lev 23:9-14; Prov 3:9)
o When: The day after the Sabbath during Passover week
o Purpose: A celebration of the first barley harvest.
o Israel was to present the first portion (“firstfruits”) to the Lord in gratitude and recognition that the
whole harvest belonged to Him. Acknowledged God as provider and owner of the land’s increase.
o Feast of Weeks / Pentecost (Lev 23:15-22; Num 28:26-31; Deut 16:9-12)
o When: 50 days (seven weeks) after Firstfruits
o Purpose: Celebration of the wheat harvest. A thanksgiving offering to God for His provision.
e Feast of Trumpets (Lev 23:23-25; Num 29:1-6)
o When: Ist day of the 7th month (Tishr1)
o Purpose: Signaled the beginning of the civil new year and called the people to repentance in
preparation for the Day of Atonement. A sacred assembly marked by trumpet blasts. A day of rest

and spiritual alertness.
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e Day of Atonement (Lev 165 23:26-32; Num 29:7-11)

©)

(©)

When: 10th day of Tishri

Purpose: The most solemn day of the year. National atonement for sin through sacrifices, when the

High priest entered the Holy of Holies to make atonement for himself and the people. Focus on

repentance, forgiveness, and cleansing.

e Feast of Tabernacles / Booths (Lev 23:33-44; Num 29:12-38; Deut 16:13-15; Neh 8:14-18)
When: 15th-21st day of Tishri (7 days, plus an 8th day assembly)

(@]

©)

©)

Purpose: To remember Israel's wilderness wanderings when they lived in temporary shelters.

A celebration of God’s provision and faithfulness. A joyous, harvest-based festival emphasizing

God’s presence among His people.

provision

Feast Month Purpose Key Texts
Remember deliverance from Lev 23:4-5;
Passover Nisan 14
Egypt Exod 12:1-14
Recall haste of Exodus; symbol of
Unleavened Bread Nisan 15-21 ‘ Lev 23:6-8
holiness
After Sabbath Celebrate first harvest; honor God
Firstfruits ‘ . Lev 23:9-14
during Passover as provider
Weeks (Pentecost) 50 days later Thanksgiving for wheat harvest Lev 23:15-22
Trumpets Tishri 1 Call to repentance; new year Lev 23:23-25
o National cleansing and Lev 23:26-32;
Day of Atonement Tishri 10 ‘
forgiveness Lev 16
Remember wilderness; celebrate
Tabernacles Tishri 15-21 Lev 23:33-44

GOD’S CHARACTER IN LEVITICUS

God is accessible—16:12—-15
God is glorious—9:6, 23
God is holy—11:44-45

God is wrathful—10:2
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CHRIST/TYPOLOGY IN LEVITICUS

e God’s explicit instructions about offerings within Leviticus point towards the final substitutionary sacrifice

of Christ.

o Because the sacrifices of the people represented only temporary removal of Israel’s sins, they needed
to be repeated continually.
o Jesus lived a perfect life on earth and presented Himself as the final sacrifice for all humankind.
e In contrast to the Old Testament Passover feast celebrated annually, believers constantly celebrate the
“feast” of the new Passover—Jesus Christ, the Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7).

New Testament

Levitical Type | Reference Typological Meaning Fulfillment in Christ References
Complete offering . :
Burnt Offering Lev 1 consumed—total C}fiﬁ; ngzrirgznglf Eph 5:2; Heb 10:5-
consecration, substitutionary . 10; John 10:17-18
sacrifice
atonement
Grain Offering Lev?2 Pure, unleavened offering— obeccjllilerlllitesalr)lzrﬁﬁiess John 6:35; Heb
symbol of a sinless life h . 4:15; 1 Pet 2:22
umanity
. Fellowship restored between Christ is our peace, Eph 2:14-18; Rom
Peace Offering Lev3 God and man reconciling us to God 5:1, 10
Sin Offerin Lev 4 Atonement for sin; blood Christ made sin for us; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb
g cleanses guilt His blood cleanses  (|9:26-28; 1 John 1:7
Guilt/Trespass Lev 5-6 Deals with sin as a debt || Christ pays our debt and| Isa 53:10; Col
Offering requiring repayment restores us to God 2:13-14; 1 Pet 2:24
Consecration of Priests are washed, clothed, C.hHSt as ourp grfect Heb 4:14-16; 7:23—
. Lev 89 i . High Priest; believers 28; 1 Pet2:5,9;
Priests anointed, and ordained . .
made priests in Him Rev 1:5-6
C e . Christ cleanses the Mark 1:40-45;
Clean/Unclean iy oy _y5| Distinction between purity |l 0 o0nand fulfills  |Mark 7:18-23; Acts
Laws and impurity; sin defiles .
purity laws 10:14-15
High priest makes atonement CPE?SJ‘; 1;n1210ﬂ;r1;1e1§th Heb 9:11-14, 24—
Day of Atonement | Lev 16 || with blood; scapegoat bears . periee 28; Heb 10:10-14;
) sacrifice; He carries
sins away . John 1:29
away sin
Blood as Life is in the blood, ) Christ’s blood secures Mait 26:28; Heb
Lev 17:11 || atonement requires shedding . 9:12-22; 1 Pet
Atonement eternal redemption
of blood 1:18-19
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New Testament

Firstfruits

Levitical Type Reference Typological Meaning Fulfillment in Christ References
o Christ our Passover 1 Cor 5:7; John
Passover Lev 23:5 Substitutionary lamb Lamb 19:36
) o . Sinless Christ, the Bread|| 1 Cor 5:8; John
Unleavened Bread | Lev 23:6 Purity; removal of sin of Life 6:30-35
Lev 23:10—| First of the harvest offered to| Christ as first to rise

1 Cor 15:20-23

of inheritance

and ultimate restoration

11 God from the dead
Pentecost Lev23:15- Celebration of harvest Outpouring of the Spirit Acts 2:1-4
17 and church age
Trumpets Lev 23:23— Call to ass.embly and Anticipates Christ’s | Thess 4:16-17
25 readiness return
Day of Atonement Lev 53126_ Atonement and cleansing Christ’s a;ciri%r)nent (Heb Heb 9-10
Lev 23:33—|  God dwelling with His Christ dwelling among || John 1:14; Rev
Tabernacles .
43 people us; future restoration 21:3
) : . Christ, the Light of the | John 8:12; Rev
The Lampstand |Lev 24:1-4| Light of God always burning World 1:17-13
The Showbread God’s continual provision Chr}st the true Bread, John 6:48-51; Matt
Lev 24:5-9 God’s presence among )
(Bread of Presence) and presence . 12:4
humanity
) Weekly rest; ceasing from Christ gives true Matt 11:28-30;
Sabbath Rest Lev23:3 labor spiritual rest Heb 4:1-11
Jubilee Lev 25 Release, freedom, restoration || Christ proclaims liberty || Luke 4:18-21; Gal

5:1

e This is seen continually within the book of Hebrews, where Jesus is presented as the superior fulfillment of
the Old Testament law, which was a “shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things”
o Christ’s priesthood compared to the Levitical priesthood (Heb 4-7)
o Christ’s covenant compared to the Mosaic Covenant (Heb 8)
o Christ’s sacrifice compared to the sacrifices of the Law (Heb 9-10)
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KEY APPLICATIONS/IMPLICATIONS FROM LEVITICUS

e God takes His holiness very seriously, and so should we.

o The trend in the postmodern church is to create God in our own image, giving Him the attributes we
would like Him to have instead of the ones His Word describes.

o God’s utter holiness, His transcendent splendor, and His “unapproachable light” (1 Timothy 6:16)
are foreign concepts to many Christians.

o We are called to walk in the Light and to put away the darkness in our lives so that we may be
pleasing in His sight.

o A holy God cannot tolerate blatant, unashamed sin in His people and His holiness requires Him to
punish it. We dare not be flippant in our attitudes toward sin or God’s loathing of it, nor should we
make light of it in any way.

e Praise the Lord that because of Jesus’ death on our behalf, we no longer have to offer animal
sacrifices.

o Leviticus is all about substitution. The death of the animals was a substitute penalty for those who
have sinned.

o In the same way, but infinitely better, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was the substitute for our
sins. Now we can stand before a God of utter holiness without fear because He sees in us the
righteousness of Christ.°

e The law, in its entirety, has been fulfilled in Christ

o Often, language of dividing the law into three categories (moral, civil, and ceremonial) have been
used, with the end that some would hold that, though the civil and ceremonial laws are no longer in
effect, believers today are still bound by the moral law (i.e. the Ten Commandments).

o However, the Bible never makes that distinction. The entire law is fulfilled in Christ, to the end that
believers are not bound by any of it.

o Instead, we are under the law of Christ:

= 1 Cor 9:20-21 - 7o the Jews I became as a Jew, so that [ might win Jews; to those who are
under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that [ might
win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not
being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are
without law.
= Paul recognizes that:
e Asanew covenant believer, he is not bound by OT Law (v. 20)
e However, he is not without any law (v. 21a)
e Instead, he is under the law of Christ (v. 21b)

o So, those principles within the “moral law” that are repeated in the NT (i.e. Paul quoting Ex 20:12 in
Eph 6:2-3 regarding honoring your father and mother), the law is fulfilled in Christ and summed up
in the two great commandments in Matt 22:37-40 (love God and love your neighbor)

¢ https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Leviticus.html
Page 10 of 10



